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FEAST OF ALL SAINTS. 


SERMON. 


THE STATE OF THE SAINTS ON EARTH AND IN 
HEAVEN. 


“T beseech thee, my son, look upon heaven.”—Mach. vii. 28. 


To-pay, my dear Christians, is a day on which, more than on any 
other, the faithful look up to heaven and reflect, how supremely 
happy the saints are who enjoy the bliss of heaven at the throne of 
God; a day on which, by meditating on the never-ending hap- 
piness of the saints, an ardent longing is stirred in our hearts that 
we may one day take part in this happiness. But to reach this 
happiness we must not be satisfied with meditation alone. We 
must consider the way of living of the saints upon earth, and ask | 
the question, How did they obtain their blissful state in heaven? 
We will consider in turn— 

I. The state of the saints on earth and 

II. The state of the saints in heaven. 

May the Lord bless our meditation, 

I. The state of the saints on earth, my dear Christians, was 
neither pleasant, nor easy, nor sweet, as the children of this world 
desire it or try to make it. No. Theirs was a lot both hard and 
difficult! They trod the paths which their Saviour himself had 
pointed out to them in the words: “So likewise every one of you 
that doth not renounce all that he possesseth cannot be my disciple” 
(Luke xiv. 33). They followed the path on which Jesus Christ 
hac promised them crosses and tribulations with these words: “If 
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any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me” (Matt. xvi. 24). They followed the 
path which Jesus calls a “narrow” way with the words: “How 
narrow is the gate, and straight the way that leadeth to life” (Matt. 
vii. 14). They followed in the service of God a threefold hard 
path—namely, the path of renunciation. They renounced all world- 
ly treasures and goods; they often gave all that they possessed ta 
the poor, and then they themselves led a life of poverty. They 
wanted to be the disciples of Jesus, who in this world “had no- 
where to lay his head”’ (Matt. viii. 20). They renounced all honors, 
all the dignities of man. Many of them who came of princely and 
royal families renounced their title to the princely or royal throne 
which would have given them in the eyes of the world the highest 
honors, and they lived, unnoticed by the world, a life of the great- 
est humility and retirement, bearing in mind the words of Jesus: 
“He that humbleth himself shall be exalted’ (Luke xviii. 14). 
They renounced all the pleasures and delights of the world, for they 
knew that they draw the heart from God and defile the soul with 
sin, and they sought only their joy in God by leading a holy life 
in His service, through which they said in the words of the prophet 
Isaias: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, and my soul shall be 
joyful in my God” (Isaias Ixi. 10). And by all this renunciation 
they felt in their souls the highest possible happiness; in them 
was the word of the Psalmist fulfilled: “Blessed is the man who 
hath not had regard to vanities” (Ps. xxxix. 5). 

Dear Christians! We all have to-day the desire—yes, even the 
ardent longing—to enjoy one day with the saints in heaven their 
glory and their happiness. But let us consider well that the Chris- 
tian whose thoughts and actions are only directed toward transitory 
treasures, honors, and pleasures.is not on the path where the joys 
of heaven are found. Christians must not desire what is earthly, 
but what is heavenly; not what is false, but what is true; not what 
is temporary and fleeting, but what is eternal and never-ending. 
Therefore our hearts must not be set upon the treasures, honors, 
and pleasures of this world, so that we may not miss the end for 
which we were created—heaven. “For what doth it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his own soul?” 
(Matt. vi. 26). Our Saviour calls to us Christians and exhorts 
us to strive after the happiness of heaven with these words: “Seek 
first the kingdom of God” (Matt. ii. 33). “The fool,” says St. 
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Ambrose, “holds with them who are of the world; the wise man 
prefers the eternal glory of heaven” (Serm. 37). 

The saints of heaven, I will say further, chose to reach heaven 
by the way of mortification. The saints got to heaven by their 
virtues. Virtue and sin cannot dwell together in the soul. So 
that virtue might grow and strengthen, the saints uprooted the 
wicked propensity to sin in their flesh by practicing mortification. 
They considered it the object of their lives daily to mortify the 
desires of the flesh through the spirit, to overcome them, to strug- 
gle against them, and to uproot them entirely. “That was,” as 
one of the saints said, “their work and their struggle.” For that 
reason they fasted strictly; only tasted the poorest kind of food 
so as to give to their bodies only strength absolutely necessary. 
St. Makarius, to mortify himself, for seven long years only ate 
raw herbs and vegetables moistened in water. We know that many 
of the holy hermits lived on herbs and roots. Besides this strict 
fasting, they practiced mortification by chastising and scourging 
their bodies. They wore hair shirts and coarse garments of pen- 
ance next to the skin, scourged their bodies with heavy cords and 
whipped themselves till the blood came. At night they did not 
lie on a soft bed, but most often on the hard ground, and only for 
a few hours to rest from their labors. We read in the life of St. 
Casimir, a Polish prince, that he wore a hair shirt in the midst of 
the gay pleasures and frivolities of the court of Louis, King of 
France; that he never left off his hair shirt. Of the pious Philip 
II. of Spain, that on his dying bed he gave his own son Philip a 
scourge covered with blood, with these words: “ Keep this scourge 
which has so often been stained with my blood.” 

You see, dear Christians, this is how the saints mortified them- 
selves. They crucified their bodies inclined to sin, rooted out the 
cause of sin, so as to overcome all the temptations of the wicked 
one. What would some of the delicate children of the world say 
to this, those who never do the least harm to their worldliness, nor 
fast, nor deny their bodies anything, and therefore in time of temp- 
tation they are exposed to sin? Do they not think that what the 
saints did was a great deal too hard? That they did unnecessary 
things which God did not require of them? If God does not re- 
quire such a harsh life of penance, still our Saviour’s words are 
there when He says: “The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, 
and the violent bear it away” (Matt. xi. 12). 
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Lastly, the saints in heaven chose, so as to reach heaven, the 
way of the cross and suffering. They understood those words of 
Jesus: “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow Me” (Matt. xvi. 24). For this 
reason they endured patiently the dungeon and fetters, the agonies 
of the stake and the scaffold; allowed themselves to be torn asunder 
by wild beasts and, like their Lord and Master, be bound to the 
cross, remembering the words of St. Paul: “If we suffer with Him, 
that we may also be glorified with Him” (Rom. viii. 17). That 
is why their bore all sufferings, not only with the greatest patience, 
but also gladly and with joy. As St. Paul said of himself: “I am 
filled with comfort; I exceedingly abound with joy in all our tribu- 
lation” (II. Cor. vii. 4). So could these saints say. “Never in my 
life,” cried out St. Dorothy, in the midst of her martyrdom, “have 
I experienced such joy,” and St. Andrew saluted the cross on which he 
was nailed with these words: “O, thou cherished and ardently 
longed-for cross! Thou bringest me happiness; therefore I ap- 
proach thee with joy!” The saints, besides, bearing with the great- 
est joy every pain which God sent them, even prayed to God when 
they were free from suffering that He would not send them pleas- 
ures, but sufferings. St. Teresa’s lifelong desire was “to suffer or 
to die.” St. Francis Xavier had such a great desire to suffer for 
Christ that once, when he was filled with consolation and happiness, 
he cried out, “It is enough, O Lord, it is enough!’ while, on the 
other hand, when tribulation and suffering beset him, he cried: 
“Still more, O Lord, still more!’ He was often heard to say these 
words: “O Lord, take not this cross away from me, or if so, then 
give me in its place a heavier one.” 

My dear Christians, are we not astonished at what the saints 
have suffered, at the patience which they exhibited in all this 
suffering, at the longing which they showed for crosses and suf- 
ferings? And we—we complain when we have to suffer a little! 
We bear with impatience the slightest adversity sent to us from 
God. Let us remember that “through many tribulations we must 
enter into the kingdom of God,” and let us bear the little suffering 
which God sends us with patience and submission, so that we may 
by this, like the saints, obtain the everlasting joys of heaven. 

So as to encourage us, let us consider what reward the saints 
have obtained in heaven for their hard and difficult lot while on 
this earth. 
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My dear Christians, the saints of God have undertaken and borne 
great things while on earth, and great things will God give them 
for all eternity, namely, heaven. They renounced everything in this 
world; they can, therefore, according to God’s own promises, ex- 
pect great things in the other world. They mortified themselves 
on earth, and therefore they can enjoy themselves for all eternity. 
And what are the joys which they have received from the Giver 
of all good gifts? I answer: 

(a) Joy without pain. Whenever man has any happiness the 
pain is not far off. If we enjoy a day of festivity, it is soon fol- 
lowed by a day of suffering. If we enjoy good health it is soon 
followed by indisposition or probably sickness. Here below our 
happiness is never perfect; it never lasts long; it is never enduring. 
But what is the joy of the saints in heaven? Unchangeable and 
undisturbed. “Joy and gladness,” says the Holy Ghost through the 
prophet (Isaias li. 11); “they shall obtain; sorrow and mourning 
shall flee away.” “And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes,” so we read in the Apocalypse of St. John (xxi. 4). “And 
death shall be no more; nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow shall 
be any more.” Oh, true life! Oh, eternal life! Oh, life of never- 
ending happiness! There is joy without pain; rest without work, 
honor without shame, riches without loss, health without sickness, 
abundance without want, life without death, happiness without 
suffering. St. Augustine says: “It is easier to say what is not 
in heaven than what is in heaven.” There is found 
no death, no mourning, no weariness, no weakness, no hunger, 
no thirst, no heat, no sickness, no infirmity, no sadness, no melan- 
choly. Now these things are not there. Do you wish to know 
what is there? There is an everlasting home where youth never 
grows old, where love never grows cold, where beauty never fades, 
where pleasure never ceases. For this reason the angels are por- 
trayed as beautiful, youthful figures, although they have been cre- 
ated for over six thousand years; there nothing decays; nothing 
loses its strength and beauty. 

(b) These joys without suffering are then unspeakable, great 
joys. “Oh, how great,” says the Psalmist David, “is the multitude 
of Thy sweetness, O Lord, which Thou hast hidden for them that 
fear Thee!” (Ps. xxx. 20). And he himself gives this answer: 
“They [the saints] shall be inebriated with the plenty of Thy house; 
and Thou shalt make them drink of the torrent of Thy pleasure. 
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For with Thee is the fountain of life; and in Thy light we shall 
see light” (Ps. xxxv.9). For better is one day in Thy courts above 
thousands” (Ps. xxxiii. 11). And what reward our blessed Lord 
has Himself promised His servants in heaven with these words: 
“Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is very great in heaven” 
(Matt. v. 12). And what was the joy of St. Paul when he was 
deemed worthy to look into the third ‘heaven! He is not able to 
describe it, therefore he falters the words: “The eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what 
things God hath prepared for them that love Him” (I. Cor. ii. 19). 
The holy fathers of the Church have often taken pains to try 
and express the sweetness and pleasantness of heavenly joys, but 
they were not able, as the great thinker, St. Augustine himself says, 
to describe these things as they really are, only in a certain way 
to feel them. “So great,’ says St. Augustine, comparingly, “is 
the glory of heavenly bliss that man, if he had only spent a single 
day there, would give years of bliss and pfeasures of this life for it.” 
“The reward of the saints in heaven,” writes St. Bernard “is so 
great that man cannot measure it, so rich that man cannot give 
it utterance, and so precious that man cannot price it.” And, there- 
fore, to give us an idea of the joys of heaven, he breaks out in 
these words: “O joy above all joys! Joy that overreachest every joy, 
and out of thee there is no joy!” O gaudium super gaudium! 
gaudium vincens omne gaudium, extra quod non est gaudium!” 
“Place,” writes a great theologian, “all the many great happi- 
nesses which the world has together: the happiness to possess all 
earthly treasures, the happiness of all power and honors, all the joys 
and pleasures of a worldly life; multiply these happinesses a hun- 
dred, a thousand, a million times, multiply them as much and as 
often as you can, and they are not to be compared with the never- 
ending joys of heaven. Compare, as in Holy Scripture, the joys 
of heaven to a magnificent feast, a brilliant, joyous feast, and you 
are still immeasurably short of the truth. As here below, trouble and 
suffering, so there above the elect enjoy bliss and joy on all sides; 
bliss and joy in their glorified bodies; blisss and joy in the beauty 
and the glory of the heavenly Jerusalem which they inhabit; bliss 
and joy in Jesus, their Saviour and their King, whose divine gra- 
cious countenance they love to look upon; bliss and joy in Mary, 
their Mother and their Queen, whose unutterable beauty delights 
them; bliss and joy at the exalted thrones which they themselves 
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occupy and at the glorious crown which adorns their heads; 
bliss and joy at the hymns of praise sung by the choirs of heaven; 
bliss and joy at the sight of the glory of their triumphant brethren.” 
Truly, the prophet is right when he says: “With the stream of Thy 
glory, O Lord, wilt Thou drown them.” 

(c) Lastly, the joys of heaven are everlasting. The soul of man is 
immortal and everlasting and eternal is the reward for the souls of 
the just. From the kingdom of God the Son in heaven the angel 
said to Mary: “And of His kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 
i. 33). Our Divine Saviour says Himself of the reward of the just: 
“But the just into life everlasting” (Matt. xxv. 46). When Christ 
spoke to His disciples of His return to the Father, He said also 
to console them: “So also you now, indeed, have sorrow, but I 
will see you again, and your heart shall reioice; and your joy no 
man shall take from you” (John xvi. 22). ‘That is to say it shall 
last forever. And lastly, St. Paul writes: “For our present tribula- 
tion, which is momentary and light, worketh for us above measure 
exceedingly and eternal weight of glory” (II. Cor. iv. 17). 

The eternal joy of heaven! What a glorious reward for the 
saints for their short renunciation of earthly things, for a short 
struggle with sin, for a short suffering borne with patience! “A 
short time,” says St. Augustine, “does work in this world 
last; eternal is the rest in heaven; short is the pain; eternal the 
glory; short is the suffering; without end, the joy” ( in Ps. 26). 
Therefore he sighed for this eternal life and calls out to God: “O 
Source of Life, when shall I enter into Thy joys, from which no 
more will be kept away? Oh true, sweet, and pleasant life! O 
‘glorious life, without end! There is the greatest certainty, the 
most sure rest, the most restful happiness, the most joyful sweet- 
ness, the sweetest eternity and eternal happiness.” And how long 
have the saints enjoyed this heavenly happiness? For many decades, 
many hundreds of years. And how much of eternity has passed 
for them already? Notamoment. And how much longer will they 
enjoy the happiness of heaven? Centuries—no, forever! Or 
thousands of years? No, forever! Or millions of years? No, for- 
ever! Or for as many years as there are grains of sand on the earth 
or drops of water in the ocean? No, much longer, much longer— 
forever! Oh, you saints in heaven, how inexpressibly happy are 
you! 

Now, my dear Christians, what are we going to do after the con- 


























| 
) 
i} 
ii} 
| 
iil 


8 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


templation of the happiness of the saints in heaven? We all wish 
to cry out with St. Aloysius: “We want to go to heaven! We want 
to go to heaven!” And so that we may reach heaven we must 
place all our thought there, and not on this transitory world. As 
St. Symphorianus was led to the place of martyrdom, his pious 
mother, who followed him, to give him encouragement .to bear 
his triumphs steadfastly, repeated these words over and over again: 
“My child, my child, think of everlasting life!” Dear Christians, 
when it seems hard for you to renounce the world, to fight against 
sin, to return to God after sinning, to lead a Christian life and stead- 
fastly walk in the paths of virtue; when trials frighten you, which 
no one is without; then think of the eternal reward which awaits 
you in heaven. Consider that for a little trouble you will receive a 
great reward, for an easy victory a good, and for a momentary 
trouble an everlasting reward. Undertake, therefore, this light, 
this little, this short trouble which the way of virtue requires, and 
you will receive in return a good, a great, and an everlasting reward 
in heaven. Amen. Rev. J. F. 


ALL SOULS’ DAY. 


SERMON. 


“It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought, to pray for the dead, that 
they may be loosed from sin.”—II. Mach. xii. 46. 

Filled with holy joy the Church looked up yesterday to those 
sublime regions where the saints of heaven without number re- 
joice around the throne of God, and in her gladness of heart, 
clad in festive garb, she let songs of praise resound in honor of 
those who, after having ended their life in happiness, have ob- 
tained the crown of joy of eternal life. 

Tell me, my dear friends, why did the Church, our mother, 
rejoice yesterday? Why did she clothe herself in festive gar- 
ments? Why did she join in joyous song as if she had a part in 
the eternal happiness of the blessed? But do not ask, my friends! 
The Church, the mother of all Christians, the mother of all those 
who gained in her bosom that inexpressible bliss of heaven, 
rejoiced with perfect right that so many millions of her dear 
children obtained the crown of glory for their faithfulness and 
are happy and blessed for all eternity. She rejoiced as a mother 
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rejoices when she finds that the greatest happiness has fallen to the 
lot of her children. 

But to-day her joy has suddenly changed into sorrow; her 
joyful songs are silenced; she sounds her lamentations in doleful 
chants; no longer is she attired in festive garments; her vestments 
are those of mourning. 

Oh, do not ask why! The Church, the mother of all Christians, 
to-day turns away her eyes from those of her children who exult 
in the realms above, in the joys of heaven, and looks upon her other 
children who are still detained in that abode of suffering where 
they are purified for their sojourn to heaven, and because she 
loves these no less than those others and longs to see them partake 
of that divine happiness, therefore she laments and prays: 

“Lord, O merciful God, lead these souls also to that abode of 
eternal happiness which Thou hast deigned to grant to so many 
millions of Thy children.” 

It is through us, my dear friends, it is from our lips that the 
holy Church sends forth these utterances; it is from our tongues 
that her prayers to the throne of mercy are addressed. This is 
the reason why she sends us to-day to the cemetery that we may, 
over the graves of our parents and deceased relatives, friends and 
Christian comrades, invoke God’s mercy for their souls and en- 
treat with sorrowful heart their deliverance from that purifying 
fire in which they have to atone for all the sins which have not 
been expiated by them in this world. And this is why she holds 
before us to-day that eternal truth of our faith, that by means of 
our prayers we may come to the rescue of these suffering souls. 

Oh, how mindful our holy Church is, that she may not forget 
any of her children and ever longs to see every one of them 
happy and blessed. And you do right, my dear friends, when, 
rejecting that unbelief which is called “evangelical” truth, that 
unbelief which does not want to know anything of a purgatory 
in the world to come and of the efficacy of the prayers for the 
dead—if you, I say, true to your faith in the holy Catholic Church, 
come together here on this day, the feast day of the poor souls, 
and gather round the altar of the Almighty, and through the most 
holy sacrifice of the Mass, offered by one of your brethren and 
through your own most fervent prayers, come to the rescue of 
those poor souls! 

This your faith is well founded; therefore fulfill as often as 
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you can these holy acts of charity, and so that you may be en- 
couraged to practice them more and more I will prove to you 
to-day the truth of our faith, and assert that— 
Firstly, there is a purgatory in the world beyond; and that, 
Secondly, we may help the poor souls to their deliverance from 
said purgatory. 


i. 


Listen, then. St. John the apostle says in the Apocalypse 
(xxi. 27): “There shall not enter into it anything defiled.” Sin, 
even the smallest sin, stains the soul of man and defiles it to such 
a degree that it cannot appear before the face of God and have 
a share in the kingdom of heaven. But will such a soul which 
passes into the next world afflicted with such small and venial 
sins be forever cast into the torments of hell? 

Certainly not; for our Saviour himself contradicts plainly such 
a belief by calling the just man, though he fall seven times a 
day into small sins, still a just man, and who, on account of 
being a just man, though he fall into venial sins, still belongs 
to the number of the elect. When, therefore, God can, on the 
one side, not receive into the kingdom of heaven such a just soul 
which has passed away from this earth afflicted with venial sins, 
and, on the other hand, cannot condemn a just soul to the tor- 
tures of hell, then there must be necessarily some other place 
set aside where these souls may purify themselves from such de- 
fects, so that they may be able to reach the kingdom of heaven, 
to which, on account of their justness, they have a claim. 

Of such a purification of just souls in the world to come the 
Holy Ghost says in Scripture through the prophet Zacharias: 
“T will refine them as silver is refined and I will try them as gold is 
tried” (Zach. xiii. 9). 

If, then, silver and gold are burned in the furnace for no other 
purpose than that they may be freed from dross, consequently 
in the same way those souls will be tried and purified in fire by 
the Lord. Therefore the Holy Ghost says of those souls which 
the Lord has received into heaven after such trial and purification: 
“As gold in the furnace He hath proved them” (Sap. iii. 6). 

This truth, my dear friends, which has been proclaimed to us 
by the Holy Ghost has been ever adhered to by God’s chosen 
“people as well as by our holy Church. 





ALL SOULS’ DAY. Il 


Therefore we find already under the old law that the Jews 
brought sacrifices to the temple to deliver the souls of the dead 
from purgatory. Judas Machabeus, who adhered to the faith of 
his fathers with such great zeal, sent twelve thousand drachms 
of silver as a sacrifice for his brethren who had fallen in battle, 
and Holy Scripture says distinctly in the second book of Mach- 
abees, where this occurrence is narrated: “It is therefore a holy 
and wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may be 
loosed from sin” (II. Mach. xii. 46). 

Now, then, my dear people, how can such sacrifices and 
prayers refer to deliverance of the damned in hell? Never! For 
this deliverance is impossible. Consequently God must have 
created some other place from which it is possible to effect the 
deliverance of the souls of the dear departed. 

This faith which is so clearly expressed in the Old Covenant has 
been confirmed with equal distinctness by our Saviour Jesus 
Christ himself. He calls purgatory a prison, and says: “Amen, 
I say to thee thou shalt not go out from thence till thou repay the 
last farthing” (Matt. v. 26). 

In these words Jesus speaks of atonement for sins, of a de- 
livery from the prison, but the punishment in hell is eternal; 
hence He speaks distinctly of a temporary place of punishment, 
of a place of purification, where the souls of the just can be freed 
of unrepented sins and purified for their entrance into the kingdom 
of heaven. At another time our Divine Saviour says: “But he 
that shall speak against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this world nor in the world to come.” 

Could the Divine Saviour speak more explicitly of a place of 
purification in the other world than He has in these words? Ac- 
cording to Him the pardoning of sins is possible in the other world, 
but this cannot be done in hell, because the Saviour himself calls 
hell “eternal fire.” And it cannot be done in heaven, for the 
apostle says: “Nothing unclean can enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Therefore there must be some other place where it is possible to 
obtain forgiveness, and it is this other place which we call “pur- 
gatory.” 

In his first letter to the Corinthians St. Paul the apostle states 
the exact way by which the soul of man may be freed from un- 
repented sins: “Every man’s work shall be manifest, for the day 
of the Lord shall declare it; because it shall be revealed by fire, 
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and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” We 
must repeat again that the apostle could not have spoken thus 
of hell-fire, because he would then have contradicted the teachings 
of our Lord. His words, therefore, refer to a place of purification, 
from which, according to these words, a delivery is possible, but 
not otherwise than through fire. 

But why should we add further proof? The words in Holy 
Scripture, the sayings of our Lord and His apostles, are all plain 
enough, and for that reason has our Church, from the time of the 
apostles down to our own days, ever steadfastly adhered to and 
preserved the belief in a place of purification in the world to 
come. 

Dionysius the Areopagite writes during the first century of a 
place of purification. In the writings of Origines in the year 120 
this dogma of the Church is expressly mentioned. Listen to his 
own words. He says: ‘When the soul of man brings with it into 
eternity many good works and only a few sinful deeds, these 
must be loosened from it like lead by fire, and that what remains 
is pure gold. The more lead one brings with him, the more one 
will have to burn (in the fire of purification).” Let us listen to 
St. Augustine. He calls this place of purification a passing fire 
and says: “He will be saved, but only as by fire.” “One is cleansed 
not from heavy, but from light sins. The greater the number of 
our sins, the longer we will have to remain in this passing fire of 
purification.” We therefore find this belief in the earliest days of 
the Church. She has received it from the apostles and will hold 
steadfastly to it until the end of time. It is founded upon the 
revelation of the Holy Ghost and the Gospel of our Lord, and it 
is therefore proven without any doubt that there is a place of 
purification, a purgatory in the world yonder, wherein those souls 
which cannot appear before the face of the Lord on account of 
minor sins will be cleansed and purified until they are declared 
worthy of being united to their God. 

For the present I will not speak, my dear people, of the pains 
and tortures which the souls of the departed will have to suffer 
in purgatory, as the apostle gives us to understand sufficiently 
the frightfulness of the tortures by the sentence: “They will be 
cleansed as by fire.”” Enough for us to feel anxious that perhaps, 
with arms stretched forth, they call to us and exclaim with the 
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abandoned Job: “Have pity on me, have pity on me at least you, 
my friends.” 

Oh, my dear Christians, children or brothers or sisters perhaps 
of deceased that are lying buried in graves, don’t be hard of 
heart at the sighs and supplications of your parents and relations. 
Fold your hands, raise them to God, and succor by prayer and good 
works the suffering souls from their tortures. They cannot help 
themselves, but we can rescue them by our prayers and good deeds. 
Of this we will speak now. 


If. 


St. Augustine, my dear Christians, points out plainly in which 
way we may come to the rescue of the poor souls in purgatory. 
“There is no doubt,” he says, “that through the prayers of the 
Church, through the most holy sacrifice, through deeds of charity 


- we may aid the departed.” Prayer is, then, a certain means by 


which we can further the deliverance of the poor souls. The Holy 
Ghost’ explicitly states this fact in Holy Scripture. “It is,” he says, 
“a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they 
may be loosed from sin” (II. Mach. xii. 46). 

Expressly—listen again—expressly the Holy Ghost says in Holy 
Scripture that the deceased by our prayers “may be loosened from 
sin.” 

I will therefore ask to-day all those who forget their deceased 
brethren, what love is this which does not think daily of the de- 
liverance of our deceased fellow-Christians? What love is this 
that can forget those who in life loved us so dearly? What love is 
this that can forget those who have done for us so many acts of 
kindness while they were living? Child, where is your love for 
your deceased parents? Brother, where is your love for your de- 
ceased brother, that you do not pray every day so that those dear 
ones may be “loosened from their sins”? Have you forgotten your 
own flesh and blood? Have you forgotten the many acts of kind- 
ness they did for you during their lifetime? Have you forgotten 
those promises you gave them before death closed their eyes? Oh! 
listen to the groans of your beloved dear ones in that awful prison. 


Pay by a devout prayer the little mite they are still owing and 


rescue those who have perhaps waited a very long time for their 
deliverance. 





14 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY, 


The saintly Cardinal Hugo exhorts us with impressive words 
to remember this duty, and says: “To obtain deliverance for the 
dead, you that are still among the living of this world should 
remember them in your prayers, so that they may gain through 
them eternal peace.” In a still more urgent manner St. Augustine 
calls upon us with the words: “Forget not the dead and hasten 
to pray for them.” Yes, make haste! Perhaps you may be able 
this very day to liberate from that prison by a devout prayer a soul 
which otherwise might have to sigh and suffer for many a day. 

Another means by which we can free the poor souls from their 
suffering is, according to St. Augustine, the holy sacrifice of the 
' Mass. St. Monica, the mother of this saint, recognized the truth 
of this, and said on her death-bed to her son: “Don’t think of 
burying my body in magnificent style and of embalming me and 
where you will bury me. Only think of one thing, I beg of you. 
Remember me at the altar of the Lord and offer up the most holy 
sacrifice of the Mass for the benefit of my soul.” St. Monica, my 
dear people, knew very well that there is no better remedy for the 
souls of the deceased than the most holy sacrifice of the Mass. 
When the good Judas Machabeus sent twelve thousand drachms 
to the temple in Jerusalem as a sacrifice for the benefit of his 
soldiers who had fallen in battle, so that by virtue of this sacrifice 
they might be freed from their sins, then tell me, may we not 
reasonably expect the deliverance of souls from purgatory by the 
greater virtue of the most holy sacrifice of the Mass? 

If the sacrifice of earthly things which have not the least value 
in the eyes of the Lord, and only obtain value before Him from 
our good intentions which accompany the sacrifice, is considered 
efficacious for obtaining deliverance for the souls in purgatory, 
how much greater must be the efficacy of the sacrifice of the 
Lord’s own body, the value of which no man has ever been able 
to imagine, to aid the poor souls to their deliverance! And if 
the bloody sacrifice on the cross, which was able to atone for the 
curse of God brought upon mankind by the greatest sins of men, 
and which was able to open up the gates of heaven, which had been 
closed on account of these sins, may we not expect that the same 
sacrifice of our Lord, offered bloodlessly on the altar, would be 
efficacious enough to free the poor souls of a few little sins, small 
faults which had not changed God’s love into wrath, but only 
dimmed it? 


B-- 





\ 


ALL SOULS’ DAY. Is 


St. Chrysostom expresses a great truth when referring to that 
sacrifice which Job offered up for the purification of his children. 
He says: “If Job’s sacrifice purified his children, who can doubt 
that through our sacrifice [of the holy Mass] we can bring con- 
solation to the poor souls?” And therefore St. Anthony is justified 
in saying: “The most holy sacrifice of the Mass, in which the 
passion of our Lord is perpetually celebrated, is in itself the finest 
and best remedy for the souls in purgatory. It is the staff upon 
which they raise themselves into heaven and eternal rest.” By 
authority of Scripture and the holy fathers the Church pronounces 
this dogma and says: “The souls in purgatory are aided by the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass.” 

According to the opinion of St. Gregory and St. Jerome, the 
poor souls in purgatory sigh and long for nothing so much as 
that the most holy sacrifice of the Mass be offered up for them. 
Listen to St. Gregory’s own words: “The offering of the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass for the poor souls in purgatory is of great 
benefit to them, and they long for it with grievous wailings.” St. 
Jerome is of the opinion that the holy sacrifice causes alleviation to 
the suffering of the poor souls while it is being offered up to the 
Heavenly Father. These are his words: “The souls who are suf- 
fering in purgatory and whom the priest prays for on the altar 
during Mass do not feel the tortures of purgatory during the time 
that the Mass lasts. They ask for nothing more, they wish for 
nothing more than this bloodless sacrifice.’ Hasten then, my 
dear friends, to this source of aid for the poor souls as often as 
you can. Offer up to the Heavenly Father with the priest on 
the altar the Lamb of God as a ransom for their sins. Offer up 
the great merits of this holy sacrifice for their faults and short- 
comings for which they still may have to suffer, and pray, “O 
Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, give these 
poor souls eternal peace!” : 

A third medium by which we can be of help to the poor souls 
in their sufferings are works of charity. Do not let us stop to 
ask for a proof of this. If we can turn the merits of our prayers, 
the merits of the most holy sacrifice of the mass, over for the 
benefit of the poor souls, we can in like manner turn over the 
merits of our works of charity which we are practicing for the 
good of suffering humanity, for the benefit of the poor souls. 
One thing is certain: our acts of charity turn God’s anger into 
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mercy, and if we at the same moment at which we have brought 
forth God’s mercy by a merciful act of our own recommend to the 
Lord’s mercy one or all souls which still have to suffer, He will 
have pity on those souls. 

The Holy Ghost says: “Water quencheth a flaming fire, and 
alms resisteth sins” (Eccli. iii. 33). 

Therefore St. Augustine is justified in saying: “The alms of 
a Christian is a sacrifice of propitiation whereby God’s wrath is 
appeased toward the sinner.” “Yes,” continues St. Chrysostom, 
“alms does even more. It stands before the judgment seat of 
God and asks the Lord not only for mercy, but also moves Him 
to pronounce a merciful judgment.” 

See, then, O Christian, alms “loosens from sin;” “extinguishes 
sin;” it appeases God’s wrath before the sinner, “it moves Him 
to pronounce a merciful judgment over the sinner!” 

Well, then, a little gift, a small part of your earthly goods, a 
little something from that which your deceased friends have left 
you—give it to a needy person and say: “O merciful God, I offer 
Thee this gift of charity in the person of this poor man. Be 
merciful to those souls that are separated from You and are still 
suffering in purgatory. Remit their sins and deliver them from 
their sufferings. Thou hast said, ‘Give, and it shall be given to 
you.’ See, O Lord! I give to this poor person; I give to Thee. 
Give me for it, I pray you, that soul on whose behalf I offer You 
this gift, the soul of my father, of my mother, the soul of my 
brother and sister, and receive it into Your eternal peace!” 

Let us, then, my dear Christians, in this manner come to the 
rescue of those poor souls. Are they not our parents, our brothers, 
our sisters, our relatives and friends who are perhaps still suffering 
beyond? They are our parents, our relations; our father to whom 
we Owe our existence; our mother who has borne us under her 
heart; our brother, our sister, who loved us so dearly; our friends 
who were so dear to our hearts. Oh! do not let us be hard 
against our own flesh and blood. Do not let us forget them who 
call to us every day: “Have pity on us, have pity on us, at least 
you, our friends.” 

Let us pray for them every day; let us go to the altar for them 
and receive the most holy sacrament; let us give alms to the poor 
for them, so that God in His mercy may soon receive them into His 
eternal peace and heavenly joys. Amen! Rev. J. F. 
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“And they consulted among themselves, how to ensnare Jesus in his 
speech.”—Matt. xxii. 15. 


An old proverb says: “He who digs a pit for his neighbor falls 
into it himself.” How true this is, we may learn from the Pharisees. 
They wanted to entrap our Saviour in His speech, and instead they 
were caught themselves. They could not answer His question 
and went away confused. This sort of thing happens every day, 
and it not seldom happens that where people dig a pit they fall 
into it themselves. A friend of holy Job who tried to comfort him 
in his misery said to him one day: “He catcheth the wise in 
their craftiness, and disappointeth the counsel of the wicked” (Job 
v. 13). He wished to say that there were people who consider 
themselves so smart and so clever that they think it impossible 
that any one should see through their plans and designs, much less 
to hinder them and bring them to naught. 

Such people resemble the Pharisees who took counsel how they 
should ensnare Jesus in His speech and find occasion to accuse Him. 
They agreed to ask Him the question whether it was lawful to give 
tribute to Caesar or not. Had the Saviour answered no, it is 
not lawful, they would have accused Him of being an enemy of 
Cesar’s and He would have been put to death. Had He said 
yes, it is lawful, then they would have told the people that He was 
a friend of the Romans, whose dominion over the Jews was resented 
by them, and He would on this account have lost favor with them. 
But they miscalculated. “He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh 
at them, and the Lord shall deride them” (Ps. ii. 4). “He 
catcheth the wise in their craftiness and disappointeth the counsel 
of the wicked.” The Pharisees who wished to ensnare Jesus in His 
speech were ensnared themselves and in their wickedness brought 
to shame. Christ saw through and penetrated their knavery. 
Therefore He said: “Why do ye tempt me, ye hypocrites? Show 
me the coin of the tribute.” And they offered him a penny. And 
Jesus saith to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?”. They 
said to him: Czsar’s. Then he saith to them, “ Render therefore to 
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Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” 

See, dear Christians, the Pharisees fell into the pit themselves 
which they had dug for our Saviour. To prove the truth of this, 
that those who dig a pit for others fall into it themselves, I could 
give you many other examples from Holy Writ and history, but 
I will merely show you two. 

It is well known that Absalom deposed his father David from the 
throne and took away his dominion from him. To accomplish 
this he had recourse to every kind of intrigue. He was condescend- 
ing and friendly to everybody, inquired about each one’s concerns, 
and like a hypocrite professed sympathy for the people, who were, 
he said, being badly governed by his father, and hinted that if 
he were on the throne things would be different and greatly im- 
proved. By such talk he made his father hated by the people, and 
himself beloved. To draw the people still more toward himself, he 
made it known that in his zeal he made a vow for the faith of his 
fathers, and he went on a pilgrimage. He went really to incite the 
people whom he met on the way against his father. His scheme 
succeeded, a rebellion took place, and Absalom placed himself at its 
head. David’s army was defeated and he himself driven out of 
the city. However, Absalom’s reign did not last long. The faith- 
ful rallied round David, Absalom was defeated, and during his 
flight was caught by the hair in the branches of an oak tree. While 
hanging there he was transpierced by a lance at the hands of 
Joab. Those who dig a pit for others fall into it themselves. 

This truth was also experienced by one Marius, who rose from 
the ranks of the Roman army to be an emperor. Marius was an 
armorer and served as a common soldier in the army. After be- 
coming emperor he reigned only one day, and then he was mur- 
dered. His murderer while slaying him cried out: 

“This is a sword which you made yourself.” 

Oh, how many must say this! You complain, O Christian, that 
your fellow-Christians ill-treat you; but ask yourself if it is not 
your own fault; whether you did not yourself make the sword 
which your brethren are turning against you. You complain be- 
cause no one places confidence in you; but examine if you have 
not fallen into the pit which you dug for others. You say you have 
so many enemies; but just.consider for a moment: have you not 
by your behavior made enemies? You sigh under the heavy cross 
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which is laid upon your shoulders; but think well over it if you 
have not made it yourself. If you think it over carefully, you will 
find that there is a great deal of truth in the proverb: He who 
digs a pit for another falls into it himself. 

Very well, my dear Christians. For the future let us give to 
Cxsar what belongs to Cesar and to God what belongs to God; 
give unto each his own.—Give unto the Lord thy God honor and 
obedience and to your fellow-men charity and honesty. If you waik 
each day in the way of the commandments of God, you will not 
only please God, but you will also please your fellow-men and be 
worthy of praise for evermore. Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


“Render, therefore, to Cesar the things that are Cesar’s; and to God the 
things that are God’s.”—St. Matt. xxii. 21. 

To give to God what belongs to God and to your neighbor what 
is his due—nothing can be more reasonable and more just. If all 
Christians would follow that path there would be none of them in 
hell, but they would all meet in Heaven. “Oh! I wish,” says the 
great St. Hilary, “that God would make the people ever remember 
this command. But, oh! how many are deceived! They pass their 
life in cheating some and stealing from others.” Yes, my friends, 
nothing occurs more seldom than restitution. The prophet Osee 
is right when he says that unrighteousness and larceny cover the 
earth and are like the deluge which destroyed the world; unfor- 
tunately many are guilty, many persons do not follow this law. 
Oh, my dear Lord! how many thieves will be revealed by death! 
Now, my dear people, to deter you from this path I will show you 
that, firstly, ill-gotten goods never bring any advantage; secondly, 
how we can injure our neighbors, and thirdly, how and to whom 
you must make restitution for what does not belong to you. 


I. 


Ill-gotten goods will never enrich anybody. On the contrary they 
_will be a curse. Oh, my God! how blind is man! He is perfectly 
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convinced that he is only for a short moment in this world; every 
minute he witnesses the departure of those who are younger and 
stronger than he; in vain; it does not open his eyes. The Holy 
Ghost may urgently remind you through the mouth of holy Job 
that he came naked into the world and will take nothing out of it, 
that all these riches which he is striving for will leave him at the 
moment when he least expects it; all this does not lessen his 
avarice. St. Paul says that he who tries to get rich by unjust means 
will soon fall into evil ways, and more than that, he will never see 
the face of the Lord. That is so perfectly true that a person who 
has gained possession of anything by fraud or roguery will never 
be converted unless it be by a miracle of grace. Listen to what St. 
Augustine says to those who have appropriated the goods of others: 

“You may,” he says to them, “go to confession, do penance, and 
cry over your sins as much as you want to, God will never forgive 
you if you do not make restitution when you can. All your con- 
fessions and your communions will be sacrileges which you heap 
one upon another. Return what does not belong to you or you 
must make up your mind to burn in hell. The Holy Ghost for- 
bids us not only to take and desire the goods of our neighbor, but 
he does not even want us to look at them, as the mere sight may in- 
duce us to stretch out our hands for them.” 

The prophet Zacharias says that the curse of the Lord rests upon 
the house of a robber until it is destroyed. And I say to you that 
goods obtained by fraud or trickery will not only bring you no ad- 
vantage, but will also be the cause of your losing all you have 
obtained in a rightful way, and that they will shorten your days. 
If you doubt it, listen to me for a moment and I will convince you. 

We read in Holy Scripture that King Achab, who wished to en- 
large his gardens, went to a man named Naboth and told him thai he 
wished to buy his vineyard. “No,” said Naboth, “it is the in- 
heritance of my forefathers and I wish to keep it.” The King was 
so excited over this refusal that he became quite ill. The Queen 
came to him and asked him what was the cause of his sickness. The 
King said that he was sick because he wanted to enlarge his gar- 
dens and Naboth had refused to sell him his vineyard. 

“Well,” said the Queen, “where is thy power? Do not trouble. 
I will get you the vineyard.” 

She procured at once several persons, who, paid and bribed by 
her, testified that Naboth had blasphemed the name of God and also 
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of Moses. The poor man defended himself and insisted upon it 
that he was innocent. It was no use—they would not believe him; 
they dragged him away and stoned him to death. When the Queen 
saw him stricken down she hurried to the King to tell him that he 
could have the coveted vineyard, because he who had been so bold 
as to refuse him the ownership of it was dead. Upon hearing this, 
the King, who had recovered, rushed like a madman, to take pos- 
session of the vineyard. The unfortunate man did not think that 
God was there to punish him. The Lord called His prophet Elias 
and commanded him to tell the King that on the same spot where 
the dogs had licked up the blood of Naboth they would lick up his 
own blood, and that none of his children would reign after him. 
The Lord sent his prophet also to Queen Jezabel to announce to 
ber that as a punishment for her crime she would be devoured 
by dogs. ; 

It came to pass as the prophet had predicted. The King was 
killed in battle and the dogs licked up his blood. When the new 
King, Jehu by name, entered the city, he saw a woman sitting at a 
window of the palace. She had arrayed herself in her royal robes, 
hoping to make an impression and gain the heart of the new King. 
They told him it was Queen Jezabel. Upon hearing this he com- 
manded that she be at once thrown out of the window, and horses 
and men trampled upon her. When night came and they went to 
bury her, they found only a few pieces of her body; the dogs had 
eaten the rest. 

“Thus,” exclaimed Jehu, “has the word of the prophet been ful- 
filled.” King Achab left seventy descendants behind him, all 
princes. The new King had them all decapitated and exposed 
their heads in baskets at the city gate, to prove by this terrible 
spectacle what misery the wickedness of parents may bring upon 
their children. 

Another reason why we should be afraid to appropriate other 
people’s goods is: that it will lead us into hell. ‘The prophet 
Zacharias says that in a dream God had shown him a book, in which 
there was written that robbers and thieves will never see God, but 
be thrown into fire. And yet there are, my friends, many people 
who are so blind that they would rather die and perish forever than 
to return ill-gotten goods. 
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If I was to make a thorough investigation of what you, my 
friends who are present here to-day, are in the habit of doing, I 
should probably find that many of you are thieves. You are sur- 
prised at this? Listen to me for a moment and you will see that I 
am right. If I commence a vigorous investigation I will find that 
the wage-earner is in debt to his employer and to the poor. He is 
in debt to his employer, and therefore obliged to make restitution, if 
he has taken more time to rest than was necessary, if he allowed by 
his negligence the property of his employer to perish or be taken 
away, if he gained his position by asserting that he could do certain 
work, well knowing that he would not be able to accomplish it. In 
all such cases he is bound to make restitution. He further robs the 
poor if he spends his money in gambling or in the saloon or in the 
purchase of unnecessary things. But, you will say, it is his own 
money, gained by his own labor. To this I reply that it certainly 
is his own, but yet he is at fault if he spends it in any such way. 
Perhaps his parents are so poor that they had to become objects 
ef public charity; if he had saved his wages he would have been 
able to support them. There is many a wage-earner who spends his 
earnings in the purchasing of useless things, in saloons, in gambling 
places. If God sends him sickness or he meets with an accident, he 
must go to a public hospital and eat the bread of the poor, or wait 
until a charitable person extends a helping hand and gives to him 
what ought to go to his more unfortunate brothers. When such 
people marry they soon find themselves with their children in need. 
Why? Because they did not know how to save when they were 
young. Would you, dear sisters, have let vanity lead you as far as 
it did if you had thought of this? But the most unfortunate part 
of it is that you not only squander what you will need some day, 
but that you will lose your poor soul. 

There is a sin that is the more deplorable by reason of its frequent 
occurrence: that is that children steal from their parents and the 
employed from their employers. Children should never take any- 
thing away from their parents under the pretext that they were not 
given enough. When your parents nourish you, clothe you, and 
give you an education, it is all they need to do. Besides, a child 
that steals from its parents is considered capable of anything. 
Everybody avoids it and despises it. An employee will sometimes 
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say: I am not getting enough for my work; I must help myself. If 
you are not getting enough for your work, why do you remain with 
your employer? Did you know when you accepted the position, 
what your wages were going to be and what work was expected of 
you in return? And let those look out who have received goods 
which children have stolen from their parents or employees from 
their employers. If these things remain with them only for five 
minutes, or even if they do not know the value of them, they must, 
under pain of punishment, make restitution if the thief himself 
does not do it. And whoever has induced another person to steal 
is, if the thief does not do it himself, obliged to make restitution, 
even if he has himself derived no benefit from the stolen goods. 

Thieving is most common in buying and selling. Let us go a 
little into details, so that you may recognize what wrong you are 
doing and reform. When you are asked whether the wares you 
are selling are good or fresh or of a certain quality, and you say 
they are, whilst you know they are not, then you commit a sin. 
Another time you have gained an undue advantage in giving 
or receiving change, and you let the person go without- rectifying 
the mistake, simply because they have not noticed the error. Some 
one else will adulterate the goods he sells and represent them to be 
the genuine article. He will put sand in sugar, water in milk, and 
do other similar deeds, which all lead surely to perdition. 

What, then, should parents do when they see their children with 
stolen goods? They should force them to return the same to those 
from whom they have taken them. Once or twice will be sufficient 
tu correct their evil ways. An example will show you how careful 
you should be in this matter. A boy, when only about ten years old, 
commenced to commit small thefts, taking at first only things of 
small value, such as fruit, etc. Later he took larger objects and 
soon passed to burglary, during which he had the misfortune to 
commit murder. This naturally led him to the gallows. When his 
parents came to see him for the last time before the day of execu- 
tion he exclaimed: 

“Oh, unhappy father and unhappy mother! I wish I could let 
everybody know that you are the cause of my disgrace. If at the 
beginning you had stopped me from committing those small thefts, 
I should never have done that monstrous deed which is leading me 
to the gallows.” 

I told you in the beginning that nothing was more common than 
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injustice and nothing so rare as restitution. There are few persons 
who have not something on their conscience in regard to this ques- 
tion. Where are those who make restitution? I really do not 
know, although, my dear friends, we are obliged, under pain of 
not seeing God to return ill-gotten goods. 


III. 


We do now, you will say, at least know in what way we can 
commit an injustice. But how and to whom must we make restitu- 
tion? You wish to make reparation? Well, then, listen to me a 
moment and I will show you how. We must not be satisfied to re- 
turn the half or three-quarters, but the whole, when it is possible, 
otherwise you might be lost. There are some who, without try- 
ing to find out how many persons they have injured, give alms and 
have Masses said, and then they think their conscience is all right. 
Alms and Masses are very good things, but the offering must be 
out of your own money and not with that of your neighbor. This 
money doesn’t belong to you; return it to the righful owner and 
then give your own if you wish to. Do you know what St. 
Chrysostom calls such almsgiving? The alms of Judas and the 
evil spirit. When Judas sold our Lord and saw that he was 
damned, he hurried to give the money back to the scribes, but they, 
although they were avaricious, would not take it; they bought a 
field with it in which to bury strangers. You will ask, when one 
whom we have cheated is dead, to whom shall we make restitution? 
Can we not then keep it or give it to the poor? My friends, this ts 
what you must do: if there are any children you must give it to 
them ; if not, then to the relations or heirs; if there are no heirs you 
must go to your confessor, who will tell you what you had better 
do. Others say: I was unjust to some one, but he is rich; I have 
some one who wants it more than he. My friends, give this person 
something out of your own means, but return to your neighbor what 
you took from him. He will make a bad use of it! That is none of 
your business. Give him his own, pray for him, and then sleep in 
peace. 

Ah! nowadays the people in the world are so avaricious, they are 
so grasping after the things of the earth, that while they never 
think they have enough, try their utmost to outwit others in cun- 
ning and to dupe them. But remember, my dear friends, you must 
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restore to those persons exactly what you have deprived them of or 
you will be punished. I don’t know whether your conscience is at 
ease on this point. I doubt it. As I said before, the world is full 
of thieves and swindlers! The storekeeper cheats in weight and 
measure; he doubles the price of an article to an inexperienced per- 
son or induces them to buy more than they want; masters steal 
from their help by not giving them their full wages; others by 
making them wait so long or deducting their pay while sick; ser- 
vants rob their masters by not doing their work properly, losing 
property through their own fault; a workman lets himself be paid 
for work he hasn’t done; saloons, those places of injustice, those 
gates of hell, that Calvary where Jesus Christ is unceasingly cruci- 
fied afresh, those schools where Satan is the teacher and where re- 
ligion and morals are destroyed—the saloon keeper, I say, steals 
the bread from wife and children by giving liquors to those drunk- 
ards who on Saturday night spend all they have earned during the 
week. Oh, my God! what will become of us? How many things 
will be investigated at the hour of death! 

If your conscience troubles you, lose no time in seeking a con- 
fessor. He will remit to you your debt. If you don’t want to make 
restitution you will find a thousand excuses to show that others 
have wronged you and that you are not able to do it just now. Ah, 
my friend, I am not sure that God will be satisfied with your reason- 
ing. If you give up some of these vanities, this gambling, and visit 
the saloon less, you will do a great deal more work and soon be 
able to pay off some of your debts. Mark my words, if you do not 
strive your utmost to restore whatever you have taken from another, 
no matter what penance you do, you will be judged by God. Of 
this you may be sure! You will find some so blind that they say 
their children will make restitution for them after their death. No, 
dear friends, your children will do as you have done. Do you 
wish that your children should take more trouble about your soul 
than you do yourself? You will be damned—that is what will 
happen to you, if there be question of grievous matter. Tell me, 
have you made sufficient reparation for all the injustice your par- 
ents committed? You have taken good care not to; and perhaps 
your parents are lost because they did not make restitution in 
their lifetime, but confided too much in your good-will. But to be 
brief, how many of you now present were asked twenty years ago to 
have Masses said and to give alms for the repose of your parents’ 
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souls, and you have not done it? You never troubled about it at 
all! You prefer to enlarge your possessions, to visit pleasure re- 
sorts, to buy your children useless trifles. 

Shall I speak to you about those who defer restitution till the 
hour of their death? I will give you two examples to show you 
that at the hour of death either you will not want to make repara- 
tion, or that, wishing to make reparation, you will not be able to. 

(1.) You will not want to. They relate that the father of a 
large family being about to die, his children said to him: 

“Father, you know that this property which you are going to 
leave us does not belong to us. It ought to be given back to the 
rightful owner.” 

“Children,” said the father to them, “if I were to restore all that 
does not belong to me, then there would be hardly anything left for 
you all.” 

“Father, we would rather work for our living than to know that 
you were damned.” 

“No, my children, I will not make restitution. You don’t know 
what it means to be poor.” 

He died like a reprobate. Oh, my God! how is man blinded by 
the sin of avarice! 

(2.) I have said even if you wanted to make restitution at this 
moment you would not be able to do so. A missionary tells us of a 
father who, as he saw his end approaching, called his children to 
his bedside and said to them: 

“My dear children, you know that I have cheated a great many 
persons. If I do not make restitution I shall be lost. Call a 
lawyer so that I may sign the necessary papers.” 

“What! Father, do you wish to dishonor yourself and your 
children by exposing yourself as a thief? Do you wish to bring us 
to poverty and cause us to beg our bread?” 

“But, children, if I do not do this I shall be damned!” 

Then one of his wicked sons said to him: 

“Father, you are afraid of hell? Go on. One can get used to 
anything. In a week you won’t mind it.” 

Now, my friends, what conclusion shall we come to after all this? 
How incomprehensibly blind is man! He loses his soul to leave 
his children a few acres of land or a house, and they, far from ever 
being grateful, ridicule him while he is in the midst of flames. 

Let us conclude by saying we are foolish to think of amassing 
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wealth which can only us miserable, while we are striving for 
its possession, while we have it, and also in eternity, where we must 
give it up. Let us be wiser, my dear children. Let us accumulate 
goods which will follow us into the next life and be our delight 
in the endless days of eternal glory, the blessing which I wish you all. 
Amen. 


DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 


SERMON. 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS THE MOST WORTHY 
OBJECT OF ADORATION AND LOVE. 


“And they shall look upon me, whom they have pierced.”—Zach. xii. 10. 


For the devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus, which has experi- 
enced during this and the last century such a satisfactory develop- 
ment we are indebted primarily to the blessed Margaret Mary 
Alacoque, of the order of the Visitation, whose solemn beatifica- 
tion was celebrated by Pope Pius IX. on September 18, 1864. 
This pious servant of God possessed a most ardent love for Jesus 
in the most holy sacrament of the altar. While she was praying 
one day before the tabernacle her beloved Saviour appeared to 
her, pointed to His heart, and said: 

“See this heart, which loves men so dearly and has stopped at 
nothing to prove its love to mankind; but instead of love and 
gratitude it receives from most men only cold ingratitude, con- 
tempt, dishonor, and abuse. Thou canst prove thy great love to 
me by adoring my heart and by spreading the devotion to it 
throughout the whole Church.” 

Margaret was fully aware of the difficulty of the task imposed 
upon her, but she never ceased, assisted by her confessor, to work 
by prayer and example for the spreading of this devotion to the 
sacred heart of Jesus, and she had the great joy to know, when she 
died a happy death on October 17, 1690, that this devotion had 
spread far beyond the limits of her convent. The sacred heart of 
Jesus is indeed the most worthy object for our devotion and love. 
We will understand this so much the better and be encouraged in 
our devotion and love to the sacred heart of Jesus if we consider— 
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(1.) What is the object in the devotion to the sacred heart of 
Jesus. 

(2.) What is the object of this devotion. 

(1.) In a general way, this devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus, 
like so many other devotions, has for its object the incarnate Son 
of God, our Divine Saviour, but its particular object is the ador- 
able heart of Jesus, filled as it is with an ardent love for mankind. 
The human heart of Jesus, with its ardent love for us, therefore, 
is the object of our devotion. In this sense the devotion to the 
sacred heart of Jesus was revealed to blessed Margaret, in this 
sense it was put before the Holy Father for his sanction. In this 
sense it was introduced for public practice, and in this sense this 
devotion is loved and practised throughout the Catholic world. 
The sect of the Jansenists, which was at that time very prevalent, 
fought against this devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus, and main- 
tained that the object of this devotion was not the real, human 
heart of Jesus, but that it represented the love of Jesus symbolized 
by his heart. This sect scoffed at the adorers of the sacred heart 
and called it superstitious materialism to adore and pray to the 
human Christ or a part thereof, His heart. But Pope Pius VI., in 
the year 1781, declared most emphatically that the essence of this 
devotion consists of the contemplation and adoration of the sacred 


heart of Jesus, and within it the love and devotion of our Divine 
Saviour. 


This devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus has since spread over 
the whole world as a particularly fond expression of piety. Many 
confraternities and societies were founded which have the devo- 
tion of the sacred heart for their particular object. This devotion 
was very properly brought into close relationship to the devotion 
for Jesus in the most holy sacrament of the altar, for which reason 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart was fixed upon the Friday after the 
octave of Corpus Christi. Pope Pius IX. and Pope Leo XIII. 
have both advanced and spread the devotion to the sacred heart by 
their example, by recommendation, and by the granting of many 
indulgences. The latter has bestowed particular honor upon the 
devotion by making, in the year 1889, the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart a feast of the first order. 

The heart of Jesus, the most noble part of His precious body, is 
in itself worthy of adoration, and as the seal of His infinite love 
for markind, the worthiest object of our devotion. Who can re- 
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count or report what and how the heart of Jesus felt for mankind 
during the thirty-three years of His human existence from the 
crib to the time when His loving heart broke on the cross on 
Mount Calvary? When His mouth could not speak to us any 
more, Jesus, though dying, would still speak to us through His 
heart. That is why it happened that one of the soldiers opened his 
side with a spear and pierced His heart, from which immediately 
there came forth blood and water. Though the Saviour had re- 
ceived numerous wounds and finally shed His blood in streams 
through His wounds on the hands and feet for our sins, yet He let 
them pierce even His heart, so as to prove to us, with the gushing 
forth of the last drop of His heart’s blood, that He had spent it 
all without any reserve for the love of us. It is not without sig- 
nificance that this occurrence has not been reported by any other 
evangelist but by St. John, the favorite disciple, who knew the 
love of the heart of Jesus best, “as he had leaned on Jesus’ bosom 
at the Last Supper” (St. John xiii. 23). 

. The opened heart of Jesus is all the more a worthy object of our 
devotion as it was the only and final cause of touching His enemies 
and murderers and of converting many of them. As soon as His 
heart was opened there were heard sighs and lamentations on 
Mount Calvary. The heathen centurion, the heathen soldiers, and 
all the multitude trembled and mourned, and many struck their 
breasts and said: “Indeed, this man was the Son of God” (St. 
Luke xxiii. 47, 48, and St. Mark xv. 39). 

Oh, my dear friends, why should we not adore the most sacred 
heart of Jesus, this adorable seat of the Saviour’s love for man- 
kind, this wounded heart, this unerring mirror of the immeasur- 
able love of our Saviour, which touched even His executioners 
and filled the most hardened sinner with repentance? 

This same heart of Jesus is even to-day and will remain for all 
times the object of our devotion in the most holy sacrament of the 
altar, for it is still the seat of the love of Jesus for mankind, which 
embraces all, the just and the unjust, the sick and the well. This 
heart and this love is and will be for all times the most worthy 
object of devotion for those who are seeking the Saviour. 

(2.) It is easily understood from the foregoing that the particular 
object of the devotion to the sacred heart of Jesus is to return the 
love and give, as it were, satisfaction for the insults and offenses 
which have and are still being offered to the sacred heart of Jesus. 
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The Saviour Himself has pointed out this purpose in His appear- 
ance when, while explaining to blessed Margaret the devotion to 
His most sacred heart, He said: “Instead of love and gratitude, 
it receives from most men only cold ingratitude, contempt, dis- 
honor, and abuse.” These words of Jesus about the purpose of 
the devotion to His most sacred heart are perfectly clear, and this 
double object—the return of His love and satisfaction for the 
offenses offered to Him—is referred to in all memorials and peti- 
tions which refer to the establishing of the feast, the formation of 
the society, and the adoration of the most sacred heart of Jesus, as 
well as in the papal bulls which were issued in reference to it. 

And who would refuse to love this most amiable, this most lov- 
ing, this most patient and pure heart of Jesus? “If any man love 
not our Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema maranatha,” says 
the apostle (I. Cor. xvi. 22)—anathematized from the community 
of Christians. We have heard that Jesus, dying on the cross, let 
them pierce His heart so as to prove to us that He would sacrifice 
for us even the last remains of His love. We find it symbolized 
in the flowing of blood and water. This blood and water is looked 
upon by the holy fathers as a twofold and mysterious symbol of 
the many graces which the generous love of our Saviour has 
presented to us. From the opened heart of Jesus arise, says St. 
Chrysostom, the holy sacrament—the blood, which nourishes our 
soul, and the water, which purifies it. 

And how full of significance is this blood and water as a symbol 
of love and atonement. “When Pilate had condemned the inno- 
cent Jesus to death, he called for water to wash his hands before 
the people, saying: ‘I am innocent of the blood of this just man; 
look you to it.’ And the Jews answering said: ‘His blood be 
upon us and upon our children’” (St. Matt. xxii. 24, 25). So 
that all, heathen as well as Jew, should see, that He loved them 
all in a like manner and offered them all the same means of atone- 
ment, blood and water flowed from His pierced heart. 

This blood and water of the heart of Jesus is to-day still the in- 
exhaustible source from which men draw eternal life, as the Saviour 
said to the woman of Samaria at Jacob’s Well: “But the water 
that I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, 
springing up into life everlasting’ (St. John iv. 14). This 
water points to the water of baptism, without which nobody can 
have eternal life. But the blood points to the source of grace in 
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the most holy sacrament of the altar, in which Jesus dwells among 
us and calls to us with tenderest love: ‘Come to me, all ye that 
labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you” (St. Matt. xi. 
28). And why should we not return this love? Why not love 
this heart which was broken for the love of us? But our love for 
His most sacred heart should not be shown by words alone. We 
must show it by our deeds, as the Saviour Himself has said: “He 
that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me” (St. John xiv. 21). We can show our love for the most 
sacred heart of Jesus by fulfilling the commandments of the love 
of God and our neighbors: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy 
whole mind. And thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself” (St. 
Matt. xxii. 37, 39). 

We can show our love for the most sacred heart of Jesus by 
appropriating and imitating the favorite virtues of Christ, 
humility, meekness, and patience, as the Lord says: “ . 
learn of me, because I am meek and humble of heart” (St. 
Matt. xi. 29). We can show our love for the most sacred heart 
of Jesus by professing cheerfully the name of Jesus and His 
religion, as the Saviour Himself says: “Every one, therefore, 
that shall confess me before men, I will ,also confess him before 
my Father, who is in heaven” (St. Matt. x. 32). We can 
show our love for the most sacred heart of Jesus by our willing- 
ness to suffer wrongs, persecution, and misfortune for His sake, 
if God’s providence should send us these, like the apostles, who 
“rejoiced that they were accounted worthy to suffer reproach for 
the name of Jesus” (Acts v. 41). We can show our love for 
the most sacred heart of Jesus by carefully avoiding all sin, be- 
cause by sin the heart of Jesus is saddened the most; by being 
willing to avoid everything which may lead us into sin and sepa- 
rate us from the love of Jesus, as the Saviour Himself says: “He 
that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me” (St. Matt x. 37). We can show our love for the most 
sacred heart of Jesus by loving our neighbor as ourselves, for the 
Lord will only acknowledge that we are His followers if we love 
one another. “As I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love one for another” (St. John xiii. 34, 38). We 
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can show our love for the most sacred heart of Jesus by our works 
of Christian charity, by following the principle which the loving 
heart of Jesus teaches and follows: “And as you would that men 
should do to you, do you also to them in like manner” (St. Luke 
vi. 31). Yes, my dear friends, it is certain that the heart of 
Jesus never rejoices more than when men, whom the Master has 
taught by word and example, show and exercise practical charity 
for each other, as we can learn from the words of the Lord Him- 
self: “Amen. I say to you, as long as you did it to one of these, 
my least brethren, you did it to me” (St. Matt. xxv. 40). 

Do we find this love for the sacred heart in the world? The 
greater number of men are heathens and know nothing of the love 
of Jesus and His sacred heart. Among the Christians there are 
many heretics, and doubters who refuse to believe in the love of 
Jesus and His sacred heart, who rather offend it and bring sorrow 
to it by deriding and persecuting His sacred teachings, His holy 
Church, her priests and rites. And even among the faithful fol- 
lowers of Jesus, how few there are who really and truly love the 
most sacred heart of Jesus! 

Let us, my dear friends, belong to those few who really and 
truly do love the sacred heart. Let us prove this love— 

Firstly, by piously and worthily receiving the sacrament of 
‘penance and the Holy Eucharist make reparation to the sacred 
heart for all the sorrows which we have so often inflicted upon it. 

Secondly, let us prove our filial love and gratitude by assisting 
frequently at the devotions to the sacred heart. 

Thirdly, let us add to our daily morning, noon, and evening 
prayers the short prayer: “Sacred heart of Jesus, I implore that 
I may love thee ever more and more.” 

Fourthly, let us offer up all our works, our sorrows, and our 
sufferings to the sacred heart. 

Fifthly, let us not turn away the poor without giving them alms 
in the name of the most sacred heart. 

Finally, let us forgive and forget all offenses offered us for the 
sake of the most sacred heart. 

If we thus love and honor the most sacred heart of Jesus the 
Lord will fulfill what He has promised us: “And he that loveth 
me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him and will mani- 
fest myself to him . . . and we will come to him and will 
make an abode with him” (St. John xiv. 21-23). Amen. 

Rev. H. B. 
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0. P. 


“Lord, my daughter is even now dead.”—Matt. ix. 18. 


The gospel of to-day brings us to the corpse of a young girl, the 
daughter of the ruler of the synagogue, Jairus, and reminds us that 
one day we must all die. “And as it is appointed for men once to 
die, and after this the judgment” (Heb. ix. 27), the best thing we 
can do is to strive to die well. St. Augustine teaches us in a few 
words how we can do this when he says: “So as to be able to die 
well once, die always.” We will think over these words to-day. 
To arouse the Corinthians to a careful preparation for the hour | 
of death, St. Paul draws their attention to his own behavior and 
says: “I die daily, by your glory, brethren” (I. Cor. xv. 31). With- 
out doubt this saying will appear strange to you, and you will ask: 
How can the apostle say, “I die daily,” when experience teaches us 
that man can only die once? 

Before answering this question I will relate to you what the 
Roman youths used to do in olden times. So as to practice in their 
youth riding, wrestling and fighting, the Romans had wooden 
horses made, which they placed in winter in the garrets and in sum- 
mer in the open air. On these horses the boys and young men had 
to practice for war. They had to jump on horseback with and with- 
out arms, and to learn how to use their weapons while unhorsed. 
So in times of peace they learned how to fight and defend themselves, 
that they might be ready in time of necessity. Now you will 
understand why the apostle says “I die daily.” He knew well that 
he could only die once, but to be able at that last moment to fight 
and die, he practiced dying every day—that is to say, he thought 
daily on death, and prepared himself for it. 

My dear Christian, imitate the apostle. Think every day on death, 
and so live as you would wish to have lived at the hour of your 
death. 

How profitable it is to think of death daily, and to prepare one’s 
self for it was well experienced by the pious Abbot Arsenius. He 
lived at the court of the Emperor Theodosius and enjoyed his favor 
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and confidence. Although he took part in the pleasures of the court 
like any other worldly person, still he did not neglect the Holy 
Scriptures. As he was reading the Psalms one day, these words: 
“Who is the man that shall live and not see death?” (Ps. xxcviii. 
49), he was struck, and instantly made up his mind to leave the 
court, renounce the pleasures of the world, and retire into solitude, 
there to meditate upon death, and to prepare himself for it. This 
resolution he at once put into execution, and gave himself up to 
a life of penance and mortification. Finally, when the hour of his 
death approached he was not sad and fearful, as the children of this 
world are, but he was full of joy and desire for the moment of dis- 
solution. The patriarch Theophilus, who stood at his dying bed, 
said to him: . 

“Thou art blessed, Father Arsenius, because the hour of death 
has always been present to thee.” 

And Arsenius made answer: 

“Yes, indeed. Blessed are those who will do as I did, for it is 
written: ‘By all thy works, think of thy last end, and thou wilt 
never sin.’ ” 

He died soon after. 

Dear Christians, have you heard and understood what Paul and 
Arsenius did every day? That both of them thought daily on 
death, and through that remembrance they died a blessed death ?— 
Go thou and do likewise! Die daily, so as to learn the great art 
of how to die a blessed death, and study to make yourselves able 
and fit to fight the battle with death whenever it shall come. 
Nothing is more profitable than the daily remembrance of death. 
“The thought of death,’ writes St. Ephrem, “overcomes passion, 
brings virtue and reward, and removes the sting of death.” 

What a powerful remedy for all sin and sensuality the thought 
of death is, even the pagans have acknowledged. For instance, the 
heathen legislator, Lycurgus, ordered that all the graveyards should 
be in the center of the cities and villages. When it was pointed 
out to him that by so doing sickness and pestilence would rage, he 
said: 

“It is better for my subjects, by the remembrance of death and 
the grave, to become sick in body and that their souls should be 
healthy than that they should be sound in body, but sick in soul.” 

The sight of a grave reminds one of death, and the thought of 
death frightens us from sinning and animates us to do good. 





TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 35 


Yes, dear Christians, the thought of death and the grave is a 
powerful remedy for all sins and the best incentive to virtue and 
the fear of the Lord. Therefore the wise Sirach warns you: 
“In all thy works, remember thy last end, and thou shalt never 
sin” (Sir. vii. 40). To keep this thought ever wakeful and alert, 
the pious Pope Innocent carried about with him at all times two 
little tablets with the symbols of death on them. On the one a 
skull was represented and on the other a grave. The Pope gazed 
frequently during the day upon these tablets, and was through 
them moved at all times to do and to omit,that which he would 
wish to have done or omitted when lying on his death-bed. (Go, 
thou, and do likewise, dear Christian! Think frequently of death 
and the grave, especially in the hour of temptation, and you will 
perceive a beneficial effect for time and eternity. Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
“No man can serve two masters.”—St. Matt. vi. 24. 


Jesus Christ said to us, my dear friends, that we cannot serve two 
masters—t.e., God and the world. You cannot, he says, please both 
God and the world at the same time. No matter how you may try, 
you will never succeed. The reason is this, my good friends; 
they are utterly opposed to each other in their thoughts, their de- 
sires, and their actions. What God commands is the very opposite 
to that which the world promises; the former forbids what the 
latter allows and favors; the world offers you pleasure, honors, 
and riches; God shows you only tears, repentance, and self-denial ; 
the one leads you upon a—in appearance at least—flowery path, 
the other upon a thorny path. The one, which is the world, prom- 
ises to let us enjoy everything we may wish for during this life 
(though it generally promises more than it can give) ; at the same 
time it hides from us the sufferings which await us during eternity. 
The other, which is Jesus Christ, does not promise us anything of 
all this, but merely tells us for our consolation that He will be with 
us and mitigate our sufferings: ‘Come to me all you that labor 
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and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Take up my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, because I am meek and humble of heart; 
and you shall find rest to your souls.” 

- These, then, my dear friends, are the two masters who demand 
our whole heart. To which of the two do you wish to belong: All 
that which the world offers you is only for the present time; for- 
tune, pleasure, honors, will terminate with our life. But if we 
follow Jesus Christ, who heavily laden with his cross calls us, we 
shall soon see that the hardships in His service are not as great as 
we think. He will lead us, and aid us, and console us, and after 
our suffering, which lasts but a moment, He promises us a happi- 
ness which will last as long as He Himself. So as to let you see 
this clearer, I will show to you, my dear friends, that it is im- 
possible to please God and the world. Either all for God or all 
for the world; there is no middle way. 

It is certain, my friends, that Jesus Christ, while knowing full 
well that many would retire from the world to devote themselves 
entirely to Him, that would choose the follies of the cross to 
spend their life, like His, in sighs, in tears, and in penance to be- 
come worthy of the reward which He has promised them, He knew 
at the same time that many would desert Him to devote themselves 
to the world, whose promises are never fulfilled and whose misery 
is carefully hidden. And that is the reason why He gave us only 
one heart, so that we could devote ourselves to one master. He 
tells us expressly that it is impossible to serve God and the world. 
So soon as we wish to please the one we shall become an enemy 
to the other. ‘ 

You know, my dear friends, that the spirit of Jesus Christ is a 
spirit of the love of God. Now, how can you preserve this 
spirit when you join the company of those who will speak to you 
only of pleasures and honors, only to laud themselves and to boast 
of their pretended good qualities and of all they have done or not 
done? If you are in the company of such a one for any length of 
time you will become, without noticing it, as proud as he. If you 
hear somebody continually talk evil of his neighbor you will your- 
self, without noticing it, get a wicked tongue, which carries to. every 
place, wherever you may be, destruction of peace. You know that 
Jesus Christ, whom you have chosen as your Master, wishes you 
to keep your heart as pure as possible; but when you associate with 
that reprobate who does nothing but think and speak of the filthiest 
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and most shameful things, you will become just as bad as he is. 
You know that your Lord wishes you to love and respect your re- 
ligion and all that regards your religion, but if you have frequent 
intercourse with an impious person who scoffs at everything, de- 
spises and ridicules the most Holy, how can you love your religion 
and fulfill her commandments if these blasphemies are ever dinned 
in your ears? How can we go to confession to a priest if some 
godless man has whispered a slander against a priest into our ear 
and tried to persuade us that it was true and that all priests are 
thus? 

Ah! my good friends, woe to him who follows the world! He is 
lost! If you wish to be saved you must necessarily flee this world, 
as otherwise you would think and act like the world and find your- 
self among those who have been cursed by the Lord. 

If you have any further doubts about it, just remember what all 
the saints did: they considered the world and its pleasures a plague, 
from which they fled. What else was the reason that the deserts 
became peopled with so many persons who had before lived in 
towns and villages, but that they dreaded the world and fled from 
it for fear that they might become infected and become imbued 
with the spirit? Yes, my friends, let us flee from the world, or else 
we may perish with it. We must not be in accord with the world 
if we want to be saved. We must wage a continuous war with it; 
all the saints did that. We must renounce either heaven or the 
world. 

To show you still better to which of the two parties you should 
belong, we will take a closer look at this world. It consists of three 
classes: the first is composed of those who are entirely for the world; 
the second are those who are entirely for God; and the last consists 
of those people who would like to belong to the world without 
ceasing to belong to God. 

I said, my dear people, that one portion,—the larger, perhaps— 
is the one which is entirely for the world. To it belong all those 
who are content when they have suppressed every religious feeling 
and all thoughts of the life to come, who have done all they could 
tc banish entirely from their mind the terrible thought of the judg- 
ment which will be theirs some day. They make use of their knowl- 
edge and oftentimes their wealth to draw as many people as possi- 
ble to their way of thinking. They don’t believe in anything, and 
they glory even in making themselves appear more godless and 
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more profane than they really are, so as to better convince others not 
to believe the truths, but the falsehoods they have engendered in 
their hearts. Like Voltaire, who, at a banquet which he gave to 
his friends the unbelievers, rejoiced over the fact that of all those 
present, none believed in religion. And yet he himself believed in 
it, as was proved at the hour of his death. It was then that he 
eagerly called for a priest to help him to reconcile himself with his 
God. But it was too late. The good Lord whom he had reviled 
with such zeal, did to him as he had done to Antioch—He delivered 
him to the rage of the demons. But let us leave these infidels. 
You, my dear people, though you are not as good Christians as 
you ought to be, do not at least, thanks be to the Lord, belong to 
them. 

But, you will ask me, who are those who belong now to God, now 
to the world? Let me explain, my good friends. Observe them, 
my dear listeners, from morning until night, from one year’s end 
to the other. These people consider Sunday merely as a day of rest 
and pleasure; they remain in bed longer than on week-days, and 
instead of turning their heart to God, never give Him a thought. 
Some think of the amusements they will have on this day—the 
Lord’s day; some, of the visits they. will pay to friends. Some will 
even omit their few morning prayers, thinking it will be time enough 
tu say them in Church before Mass. But they have so much to do 
before going to Mass so that they arrive at church long after the 
commencement of Mass. Or the meeting of a friend or anything 
else that might happen is sufficient to keep them away altogether. 
Still, to keep up the appearance and to be considered by their 
neighbors and friends as Christians, they do go once in a while, 
but with what feelings of unrest and weariness! The only thought 
they have is: ' 

“Oh, Lord! How long is it going to last? It’s too long. I don’t 
think I can go again.” 

Others, again, don’t like the Word of God as pronounced from 
the altar, the Word of God that has converted so many sinners. 
They must get out, they say, to get fresh air; they feel depressed, 
uneasy; and no sooner is the end of the service approaching than 
they eagerly make for the door even before the priest has had time 
to leave the altar, and they are again all smiles and merriment. They 
are too tired to return to Vespers and Benediction. If you ask them 
why they don’t go to Vespers they say: 
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“Oh, we can’t be in church all day. We have other things to do.” 

These are the people that belong to the world without realizing 
the fact. But wait. Let us try to make them understand better ; 
only as they are deaf it is very difficult to make them listen to the 
Word of Life, and as they are blind too, it will be more difficult 
to make them see their unhappy condition. They have left off 
saying grace before and after meals or to say the Angelus. And 
if they do they do it just as a matter of habit, without giving a 
thought to our dear Lord and His blessed Mother. 

Do you know, my good friends, what kind of people these are? 
They are people who have not lost their faith altogether, who would 
not wish to give up everything, for they even blame those who absent 
themselves entirely from divine service; only they do not have 
courage to break with the world and turn to the good Lord. These 
people don’t want to be damned, but they also don’t like to be under 
any restriction. They hope to be saved without taking much trouble 
about it. They think God is merciful and certainly did not create 
them only to’ destroy them ; that He wili forgive them in His mercy; 
that it will be time enough later on to devote themselves to God 
alone and to rid themselves of their bad habits. If they do think 
once in a while of the poor use they make of their life, they sigh and 
maybe some of them will even shed a few tears. 

Oh, my dear friends, what a miserable life do those people lead 
who want to belong to the world without ceasing to belong to God! 
Let us go into the matter a little further, and you will soon see how 
inconsistent their way of living is. One moment you will hear them 
pray to God and perhaps do an act of penance; the next moment 
you will hear them curse and swear and take the name of the Lord 
in vain if something goes against their will. This morning you 
saw them attend Mass and join in the praise of the Lord, and on the 
same day you will hear them using the most blasphemous language. 
The same hands which took the holy water and asked God to cleanse 
them from all sins are used for all kinds of sinful ways; the same 
eyes which have looked upon the Lord in the Most Holy Sacrament 
look later in the day at the most indecent objects, and with great 
pleasure at that. Yesterday you saw a man do an act of charity 
to his neighbor; to-day you can see him try to cheat him. A mo- 
ment ago a mother prayed for all kinds of blessings for her children; 
now she overwhelms them with all sorts of maledictions because 
they have done something to displease her. One moment she sends 
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her daughters to church to confession; the next moment she lets 
them go to a dance. One day she will tell her daughter to be care- 
ful and beware of bad company, and the next she will let her be to- 
gether with young men for hours at a time. Oh, my poor mother, 
you are of the world. You think you belong to God, but you are 
deceived. You belong to those of whom Jesus Christ has said: 
“Woe unto the world!” 

Oh, poor world! How unhappy thou art! Continue in this way, 
and nothing but hell will be thy lot. Some would like to make 
frequent use of the holy sacraments, or at least once a year, but 
they need a very easy confessor. If their confessor does not find 
their heart and mind in the right dispositions and refuses them 
absolution, oh! then they are deeply offended and nothing is too 
bad to say of the poor priest, and yet they know in their own hearts 
that he cannot give them absolution in the state of sin they are in. 
Live on, O world! live on in this every-day manner, and you will 
see what you did not want to see. As if we could divide our heart 
into two parts! No, my friend: you either belong wholly to God 
or wholly to the world. You wish to make frequent use of the 
sacraments? Very well. Quit gambling, keep away from indecent 
shows, and quit the saloon. To-day you are willing to approach 
the sacred tribunal of penance and to receive the Blessed Eucharist, 
the bread of angels, and in two or three weeks you spend the night 
in the company of drunkards who are crazed with liquor and, worse 
still, commit the most abominable acts of impurity. Go on, O 
world, goon! You will soon be in hell. There they will teach you 
what you should have done to reach heaven, which you have lost 
through your own fault. 

No, my dear friends, do not let us deceive ourselves. We must 
sacrifice the world for Jesus Christ or we must sacrifice Jesus Christ 
for all that which we consider dearest on earth. Besides, there is 
not one among those attached to the world and who have tried to 
gain satisfaction from their animal and corrupt instincts—I say 
there is not one who has not been deceived and who did not regret 
at the hour of his death to have loved the world. Yes, my friends, 
that is the time when we recognize the vanity and perishableness of 
all things. We would recognize it now if we would only reflect upon 
our past life; we would see of how little value life is. 

Tell me, my dear people, you whose growing years are already 
beginning to bend your heads upon your breasts, when in your 
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young days you chased after the pleasures of this world and thought 
vou would never become tired of them; you have spent many years 
in the pursuit of these pleasures: dances, gambling, saloons, vanity 
formed your whole occupation. You put off the return to God again 
and again. Then when you reached a maturer age you thought of 
nothing but of accumulating a fortune. And so you have reached 
old age without having done anything for your salvation. And 
now, when you have returned from the follies of your youth, when 
you have ceased your efforts to make a fortune—now, you think, 
is the time to do better. Don’t believe it, my friends. The in- 
firmities of age which are bending you down, your children who 
despise you—all that will be a new obstacle to your salvation. You 
thought you belonged to God, and you find out now that you belong 
to the world, that is, to those who belong now to God and now to the 
world and who receive their final reward from the latter. You 
know well enough now that you are deceived if you follow the 
world. No, my friends, if somebody deceives us we do not trust 
him any more, and we are right; but the world deceives us all the 
time and yet we love it. 

If we would only meditate a little more upon what this world 
really is, we would spend our life in keeping away from it as much 
as possible. 

At the age of fifteen we say farewell to the pleasures of child- 
hood; we stop running after butterflies and building houses of 
cards. At the age of thirty we say farewell to the boisterous pleas- 
ures of impetuous young manhood; what we delighted in so much 
begins to weary us. Yes, my friends, we say daily farewell to some- 
thing in this world. We are like the traveler who delights in the 
beauties of the landscape through which he passes: as soon as he 
sees it he must leave it. It is the same with all our possessions and 
our friends to whom we have such an attachment. And finally we 
reach the shore of eternity, into which everything passes like into 
an abyss. Then, my friends, the world disappears forever from 
cur sight, and it is then that we shall recognize how foolish we were 
in following it. And all that has been told us about sins we will 
then recognize as being only too true. 

“Oh,” we shall say, “I have only lived for the world. I have in 
all my actions only sought the approval of the world, and now all 
my possessions and my friends of the world are nothing to me! 
Everything has passed away from my hands. And now I must re- 
turn to my Creator.” 
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Oh, my dear people, how consoling is this thought for those who 
have during their life only sought their God! And what despair 
does it bring to those who have lost sight of their God and the sal- 
vation of their souls! 

No, my friends, do not let us deceive ourselves. Let us flee, or 
else we may run the danger of being lost. All our saints have fled 
and despised the world all their lives. Those who were obliged to 
live in it lived as if they were not in it. How many of the real 
great ones have left this world to live in solitude! Let us look at St. 
Arsenius, who was struck with the idea how difficult it was to ob- 
tain salvation in this world, and forthwith left the Emperor’s court 
to spend his life in the woods, there to repent his sins and do pen- 
ance. Yes, my dear friends, if we flee from this world, at least as 
much as it is possible for us to do, we cannot perish in this world. 

St. Augustine gives us a good example of this. He tells us that 
he once had a friend, a young man, who led a perfectly good life. 
One day he was in the company of his fellow-students, who did 
not like it that he always lived and acted differently from them. 
They urged him to go with them to the amphitheater, where there 
was a prize-fight among men. As our young friend detested such 
shows, he resisted with all his might. Finally they urged him so 
much, that he consented with the words: 

“Very well. I will go with you, but only my body will be there 
standing among you. My mind and my eyes will not partake in 
this horrible spectacle.” 

So they led him forth, and, while the whole multitude went wild 
with barbarous delight, the young man took no part and kept his 
eyes shut. Would that he had also stopped his ears, for at a cer- 
tain great noise curiosity got the better of him and he opened his 
eyes. That was sufficient to ruin him. The more he saw the more 
delighted was he, and after that there was no need of urging him 
to visit the place. He was only too eager to go there and to induce 
others to go with him. 

“Oh, my Lord!” exclaimed St. Augustine, “who will lead him 
away from this abyss? The grace of God alone can do it!” 

In conclusion, my dear friends, let me say to you: If we do not flee 
from the world and its pleasures, if we do not hide ourselves away 
as much as possible, then we run into our ruin and will be lost for- 
ever. If you want to belong entirely to God you must be pre- 
pared to be despised and rejected by the world. Blessed is he, my 
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friends, who belongs to these, and who follows in the footsteps of 
the Lord with courage and carries his cross with patience. It is 
only by doing so that we may obtain the happiness of reaching 
heaven. Amen. 


TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“The kingdom of heaven is like to leaven.”—Matt. xiii. 33. 


It was customary with the Persians that before the coronation 
of a king, he was made to drink a goblet of sour milk. And ! 
in this way does Christ treat His chosen children, whom He will/ 
one day crown with glory, as heirs of His Father’s kingdom. But 
they must first drink a goblet of sour milk—that is to say, they will 
only attain heaven by hard and strenuous labor. The kingdom of 
heaven suffers violence, and only the violent carry it away. There- 
fore, is it compared in to-day’s gospel to a bitter mustard seed 
or sour leaven, not that heaven itself is hard and sour, for in that 
case no one would want to go there, but that those who want to 
get to heaven will beforehand have to endure many bitter and un- 
pleasant hardships. This truth we will examine more closely to-day, 
and learn two reasons why the path to heaven is so beset with hard- 
ships. 

(1.) The first reason—why all those who are striving for eternal 
life have to suffer so many troubles and cares is this: that we are 
only strangers here on earth journeying to our Father’s home. 
When one is away from home one has to put up with a great many 
unpleasant things. If we are unfairly treated, or persecuted or 
scorned, we must be silent and not even resent it. The stay in 
strange parts has many drawbacks, and causes us all the more to long 
for home. When the prodigal son had wasted his inheritance in 
foreign parts and began to feel want, then he remembered the 
abundance in his home and said: “I will arise and will go to my 
father.” 

If in this world we had all our wishes gratified and had nothing 
to suffer, who would then strive for heaven? Very few, doubtless. 
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Daily experience at least teaches us that those who are endowed 
with the riches of this world and whose every wish is gratified 
seldom or ever think of God, or heaven, or of their eternal salvation. 
And even when we know by experience that this world is a vale of 
tears and a place of suffering and misery, we are loathe to leave it 
and afraid to die. What would happen if things went fairly well 
with us and we had not to taste the bitterness of life? It is just 
this bitterness which nearly every day brings with it that is ordained 
by God to preserve us from a too great attachment to the things of 
this world, and to give us a distaste for earthly pleasures and en- 
joyments that we may not forget eternity through that which is 
transitory. 

If you want a confirmation of this truth, consider what the Jews 
had to put up with in Egypt. They were so badly treated and trod- 
den, down, the yoke of servitude was so hard to bear and so insup- 
portable, that day and night they sought the Lord that He might 
deliver them from it. God permitted this heavy burden laid upon 
them that they might have such a disgust and aversion for the land 
of Egypt that all the more ardently would they long for the land of 
Canaan which He had promised them. So does God deal with His 
chosen ones: he lets a perfect flood of miseries overtake them some- 
times, that thereby they may all the more eagerly strive for eternal 
life and its bliss. 

(2.) God places, secondly, so many crosses and sorrows in our 
path that we may thereby become worthy of heaven, which is a re- 
ward only for those who, by struggling and striving and the patient 
endurance of the trials of this life, have deserved to win it. “The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a mustard seed.” The mustard seed 
will bring tears to our eyes by its sharpness, but it is wholesome 
for our stomach and our head. And so it is compared to the king- 
dom of heaven. It costs us, indeed, many troubles and hardships, 
but it prepares for us an everlasting happiness. This is a truth 
which the children of this world do not understand. 

Upon one occasion our blessed Lord said to His apostles, 
clearly and distinctly: “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and all 
things shall be accomplished which were written by the prophets 
concerning the Son of Man. For He shall be delivered to the 
Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and scourged, and spit upon. And 
after they have scourged him, they will put him to death, and the 
third day he shall rise again.” And they understood none of these 
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things: and this word was hid from them; and they understood 
rot the things that were said (Luke xviii. 31). 

And even to-day the meaning of this is not understood. When we 
are told that to gain heaven we must suffer persecution and oppres- 
sion, shame and injustice, pain and sorrow; that we must bear 
them with patience, without murmuring or complaining; that we 
must return good for evil—the children of this world cannot un- 
derstand this, but if, on the contrary, you say, try to avoid as much 
as possible all unpleasantness and have a good time; do not permit 
anyone to offend or ill-treat you, but take revenge on your enemy 
—why, they find that quite natural. Even the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus did not seem to understand that all must suffer trials 
and sorrows who wish to enter the kingdom of heaven. Their risen 
Saviour, who appeared to them in the form of a stranger, said to 
them: “Oh foolish, and slow of heart to believe in all things which 
the prophets have spoken. Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and so enter into his glory?” (Luke xxiv. 25, 26). 

If then, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Master, entered into glory 
by the cross and suffering, how can we, His disciples and servants, 
expect a better lot? Is the disciple more than the Master or meee 
servant more than his lord? And our Lord said at another time: 
“Whoso wishes to be my disciple, must deny himself daily, and | 
take up his cross and follow me. Whosoever will not take up his ‘ 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” This is certainly a hard 
saying, a bitter and a sharp mustard seed for the children of this 
world, who only think of sensual things and earthly pleasures. The 
children of God have always followed their Lord and Master in His 
way of the cross, and have rejoiced in tribulations because they 
knew that thereby they were tried as gold in the furnace, so as to 
be made worthy to enter into the kingdom of heaven. So, for in- 
stance, the Emperor Mauritius, who, with his wife and children was 
put to death, exclaimed at every stroke of the executioner: “Thou 
art just, O Lord, and just are all Thy judgments.” 

Now, dear Christians, you see why our Lord gives us to taste 
in this life the sharp mustard seed of suffering and tribulation. He 
wishes thereby to remind us constantly that we are here below in 
a strange country, and that we must long ardently and strive ea- 
gerly for our home above in His kingdom; and, on the other hand, 
he tries and purifies us, and gives us the opportunity to gain merit 
for heaven. Let us resolve, therefore, for the future, when trials 
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beset us, to bear them with patience from the hand of God and with 
submission. So long as God sends us trials, we may be certain of 
his love, for it is said: “Those whom the Lord loves he chastises.” 
Let us make use of afflictions for our salvation, and say with Judas 
Machabeus: “What the Lord’s will is in heaven, so let it happen.” 
Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


“Seek ye, therefore, first the kingdom of God and His justice, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.”—St. Matt. vi. 33. 

St. Matthew tells us that Jesus, finding Himself in the company 
of those who busied themselves about worldy things, said to them: 
Do not be so anxious about these things. “Seek first the kingdom 
of God and his justice, and all things else will be given you over 
and above.” And He meant to imply by these words if they would 
be so happy as to strive their utmost to please God and to save their 
souls, their Heavenly Father would supply them with all that was 
necessary for their bodies. But you will say, how can we seek for 
the kingdom of God and his justice? How, my dear friends? Noth- 
ing is easier or more consoling: by being zealous in the service of 
God, which is the only means which we have to lead us to the noble 
and blessed end for which we were created. Yes, my friends, we 
all know it, even the worst of sinners are convinced that we are in 
this world solely to serve God and to keep his commandments. But, 
you will ask me, why are there so few who strive for this? My 
friends, the reason is this: Some consider the service of God as 
something too difficult. They imagine they haven’t sufficient 
strength to undertake it, and if they did undertake it they would 
not continue it. It is just that, my dear people, which makes so 
many worthless Christians or that turns them away altogether ; in- 
stead of listening to these consoling words of our Redeemer, who 
cannot deceive us—namely, that His service is easy, and that if we 
obey Him we shall find peace to our souls and rest to our hearts. 


a 


Yes, my dear friends, whichever way we consider the service of 
God, whether by prayer or penance, or the frequent reception of the 
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sacraments, by our love of God, and of our neighbor, or in our abso- 
lute self-sacrifice—yes, dearly beloved, in all these things we shall 
find only joy, pleasure and happiness for the present and the future, 
as you will soon see. Those who know their religion and practice it 
understand that the cross and persecution, contempt, suffering, 
poverty, and death itself are changed into sweetness, consolation 
and an everlasting reward. Tell me, have you ever pictured this 
to yourselves vividly? Certainly not! Nevertheless, it is, my dear 
friends, just as I tell you, and to prove it to you in such a way that 
you cannot doubt it, listen to Jesus Christ himself, who says: “Bless- 
ed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, and woe unto 
the rich, for it is very difficult for the rich to be saved.” ‘ 

You see, then, poverty, according to Jesus Christ’s own words, 
will not make us unhappy, because the Redeemer says: “Blessed 
are the poor.” 

Secondly, the same with sufferings and trials, for Jesus Christ 
says: “Blessed are they that mourn, and that are persecuted, then 
the day will come when they shall be consoled ;” but “woe unto the 
world and those who enjoy its pleasures, for a day will come when 
their joy will be changed into tears and everlasting sorrow.” 

Thirdly, nor contempt, for Jesus Christ says: “They reviled me, 
and they will revile you; they persecuted me, and they will perse- 
cute you; but be not cast down, but rather rejoice; for your reward 
will be great in heaven.” 

Yes, my dear friends, even in this world, he who is true to his God’ 
is far happier than the worldly man with all his luxuries. Listen to 
St. Paul: 

“Yes,” says he, “I am happier in my chains and my prisons, in con- 
tempt and suffering, than are my persecutors in their freedom, in 
their excesses, in their revelry. My heart is so full of joy that it 
can hardly contain it; it flows over on all sides.” 

Yes, indeed, my friends, St. John the Baptist is happier in the 
wilderness, forsaken by all human kind than Herod on his throne, 
buried in riches and a prey to his shameful passions. Then 
look at David. Is he not happier in his flight from the wrath of 
Saul, although he has to pass nights in the forest, betrayed and for- 
saken by his dearest friends? For during this time he was united 
to his God and he placed all his confidence in Him. Was he not 
happier than Saul in the magnificence of his possessions and his 
sinful pleasures? David praises the Lord for lengthening his days 
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and giving him time to suffer of love for Him, while Saul curses 
his life and is his own executioner. Why is this, my friends, but 
because the one is zealous in the service of God, while the other 
forsakes it? What conclusion do we draw from this, my beloved? 
None other than that it is neither goods, honors, nor vanities which 
make man happy here below, but an abiding faithfulness in the 
service of God, if we have the happiness to know in what it consists 
and conscientiously to practice it. 

The wife who is unhappy in her married life is not so because of 
her husband’s neglect, but because she has not faith, or because she 
does not practice what it commands her. Let her have a lively faith, 
and she will, as soon as she knows what the commandments are, 
not complain nor be unhappy. Oh, how happy would man be in this 
world if he knew his religion and had the happiness of practicing 
what it commands—if he would consider the good that is promised to 
him in the life to come. Oh, what power we have with God when 
we love Him and serve Him faithfully. Oh, my friends, look at 
one who is despised by men and who is not deemed worthy to be 
trodden upon. Such a one commands the will and the power oi 
God Himself. Look at Moses, who caused the Lord to forgive three 
hundred thousand sinful men. Look at Joshua: at his order the 
sun stood still and the sun,was motionless, a sight that was never 
seen before and may never occur again. Look at the apostles: be- 
cause they loved God the evil spirits fled before them, the lame 
walked, the blind saw, and the dead were raised to life. Look at 
St. Benedict, who commanded the clouds to stand still, and they 
remained hanging in the air. See how he multiplied the bread, how 
he brought water forth from the rocks, and made the stones and 
wood as light as a feather. Look at St. Anthony of Padua who 
commanded the fishes to come out of the water and listen to the 
Word of God, and they obeyed him so well that they listened to 
his sermon. Look at St. John, who ordered the birds to cease 
singing, and they obeyed him. Look again at others, who without 
any human assistance walked on the waters. Now, on the other 
hand, look at the ungodly with all their great intellects and their 
sciences. What can they accomplish? Nothing! And why? Be- 
cause they do not serve God. Oh, how powerful, and at the same 
time how happy is he who knows his religion and lives up to it! 

Listen to me a moment, and you will see that to serve God in — 
the midst of the trials of this life is consolation and happiness. ° 
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For this purpose it is not necessary to give up your fortune or 
to forsake your parents and relations, so long as they do not 
lead you to sin. You need not spend your days in the wilderness, 
there to bewail your sins. No. A father and mother can serve 
God by bringing up their children as good Christians. A servant 
can very easily serve God and his master at the same time; there 
is nothing to prevent him; on the contrary, the work and the 
obedience which his master expects of him are an occasion of 
merit. 

No, my friends, the service of God in all that we do does not 
necessitate any change, but, on the contrary, all we do will be 
done better. We shall be more industrious and careful in fulfill- 
ing our duties; we shall be gentler, more cheerful, and kinder 
toward all; frugal in our eating, guarded in speaking, and less 
sensitive at losses and insults which we may have to bear. That 
is to say, my friends, when we remain faithful to God, we shall 
do everything better and behave like good and perfect Christians. 
Instead of doing our neighbor a good turn from pride, or giving 
an alms so that we may be esteemed, we shall do these things only 
to please God and in satisfaction for our sins. Yes, I repeat, a 
Christian who knows his religion and practices it sanctifies all his 
works, without in any way changing what he does and without 
adding anything. All he does has merit for heaven. Now, my 
friends, tell me, if you had known how sweet and consoling it was 
to serve God, would you have lived as you have been doing all 
along? 

Now I will ask you whether it is the outward form of religion 
which frightens you and seems so hard? Is it prayer, services, 
days of abstinence and fasting, the frequent reception of the sacra- 
ments, the love of our neighbors? Well, then, we shall see that 
there is nothing difficult in all these things. 

First I ask, is it hard for you to pray? Is it not rather the hap- 
piest moment of your life? Do we not by prayer converse with 
God as friend to friend? Do we not thereby begin what we shall 
do with the angels in heaven? Is it not too great a favor for us, 
we who are so miserable, that the good God should tolerate us in 
His sacred presence and that He should console us? Did He not 
give us all that we have? It is, then, only just that we should 
adore Him and love Him with all our strength. Is this not the 
happiest moment of our lives, when we enjoy such ineffable sweet- 





50 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


ness? Is it hard every morning in our prayers to ask Him to 
bless our labors and business? Is it difficult to devote one day 
each week to Him? Should we not rather rejoice when this day 
comes, when we shall be told our duties which we have to per- 
form toward God and man, when we are told how we should long 
for the goods of the next life, and how little everything else is 
in comparison? Do we not learn in the instructions the penalty 
for sin? Do we not feel determined not to sin any more, so as to 
avoid the sufferings which are represented to us? Oh, my God! 
how little does man know his good fortune! 

Tell me, is it against your inclination to go to confession? But, 
my dear friend, is it possible to find a greater happiness than 
that in less than three minutes our eternity of misery should be 
changed into an eternity of bliss? Does not confession restore us 
to the friendship of God? Does not confession quench in us the 
remorse which is an unceasing agony to us? Does it not restore 
peace to our souls and renew our hope of heaven? Does not 
Jesus Christ at this moment appear to unfold to us the riches of 
His infinite mercy? Yes, my devout children, how many more 
of the damned would there be, and how far fewer saints, if we 
had not this sacrament? Oh, how the saints in heaven thank our 
blessed Lord that He has instituted this sacrament! 

Tell me, my friends, does fasting, which the Church com- 
mands, appear to you to make the service of God hard? Well, 
the Church does not ask you to do more of it than you are able. 
If we consider it with the eye of faith, will it not seem to us a 
great happiness that we can, by such slight privations, escape 
the fires of purgatory, which are so severe? How many are there, 
my friends, who undergo much greater fasts for the sake of their 
health, and in consequence of their sensuality and gluttony? 

Although we have said, my friends, that everything in our 
holy religion is full of consolation, which is certainly true, still 
we must add that we must do good to those who treat us badly; 
love those who hate us; protect the good name of our enemies; 
take their part when we see that others speak ill of them; and, 
instead of wishing them ill, we must ask God to bless them. Far 
be it from us to murmur when God sends us trouble and worry. 
We must thank Him for this, like King David, who kissed 
the hand that struck him. We must look upon sin as our dead- 
liest enemy. Now, my friends, this it is which appears to us 
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as the most difficult and repellant. But tell me, do we not 
seek in all this our happiness on earth and for all eternity? 
Ah! my friends, if we knew our holy religion and what joy one 
experiences when we practice it, how paltry would all else ap- 
pear to us! How many saints have done more than God asked 
of them to reach heaven! They have told us that when once 
_they had tasted the sweetness and consolation of serving God, it 
* was impossible to forsake Him and to serve the world with its 
‘pleasures. The holy King David tells us that one day spent in 
_ the service of God is of more value than a thousand others which 
the children of this world spend in their luxuries and pleasures. 


II. 


Tell me, who would serve the world if they had the great hap- 
piness to know all the miseries to be found there by becoming 
a slave to our passions, as well as the torments which are prepared 
for eternity? Oh, my God! how blind are we if we lose so much 
happiness even in this life, not to speak of the next! And then 
the pleasures—or rather what has the appearance of pleasures— 
_and joys mixed with such trouble and sadness. Look at the man 
who has made up his mind to amass a fortune; neither wind nor 
weather hinders him in his pursuit of money. He undergoes 
hunger and thirst, and very often is his life in danger, and he 
even will sacrifice his good name. 

Would it not be better for us to spend more time in church 
than to waste hours going around gossiping about trifles? Would 
it not be more profitable to go to Vespers than to idle the time 
away at home while the praises of God are being sung? 

Now, you will tell me: But one must do violence to one’s 
self to serve God. Yes; but I tell you that you have less to suffer 
in following the cross than in serving the world and its pleasures, 
and I will prove it to you. You think, I suppose, that it is hard 
to forgive an insult; but tell me, which of these two loves the 
most—he who forgives quickly for the love of God or he who 
bears malice and hatred in his heart toward his neighbors, per- 
haps for years? Is there not a worm that gnaws at his heart and 
will not let him) eat or sleep? While, on the other hand, he who 
forgives finds at once peace and happiness. Is is not better to 
‘overcome our passions than to satisfy them? Could we ever 
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satisfy them? No, my friends, never. After committing a 
mortal sin you are led to commit another, without stopping to ask 
if it is enough. You are a slave, dragged hither and thither. 

So that you may understand this better, we will take the case 
of a man whose whole aim in life is to pander to his passions, 
Alas! my friends, if that man could have seen, before he gave 
himself up to debauchery, what a life he would lead, could he 
have contemplated such an existence without shuddering? If 
you had told him, my friend, you have two alternatives to con- 
sider, either to overcome your passions or to be a slave to them. 
Both have their pleasures and their sufferings. There they are— 
choose between them. If you decide to be virtuous you will 
have to fight against temptations, and you must choose your 
friends among those who think and act as you do. You 
will read edifying books, which will help you on to love God; 
every day your love of Him will increase. You will pass your 
time profitably, and your amusements will be innocent ones which 
will refresh you, body and soul. You will fulfill your religious 
duties, not for the sake of appearances, but conscientiously. You 
will select a holy and learned confessor, who will lead you in 
the way of salvation, and you will faithfully follow his advice. 
That, my friend, is all you will have to suffer in God’s service. 
Your reward will be a heart and soul at peace always. You will 
be esteemed by the good; you will prepare for your- 
self a happy old age, free from many infirmities which 
afflict those who were wild in their youth; your last moments 
will be peaceful and quiet. From whichever side you look 
at your life, there will be nothing to trouble you, but everything 
will contribute to rejoice you. Your crosses, your tears, and all 
your penances will be as so-many ambassadors which heaven will 
send you as an assurance of eternal happiness and that you have 
nothing to fear. If at this moment you look at the future you 
will see heaven opened, ready to receive you. At last you will 
leave this world, like a holy and virtuous dove, hidden in the 
bosom of her beloved. You will have nothing to leave, but 
everything to receive. You will be for all eternity with God. 

If, however, you neglect the service of God to follow the world 
and your evil ways, your life will be spent in desiring and seeking 
without ever being satisfied. No matter what you do, you will 
never reach the goal. You will have to begin by banishing from 
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your mind all the good precepts of your childhood. You will not 
read any more those good books which nourished your soul and 
helped you to avoid the wickedness of the world. You will not 
mortify your passions any longer; they will lead you wherever 
they will. You will make a religion of your own; read bad 
books, which breathe only contempt for sacred truths, and you 
will tread the path which they point out. You will never recall 
the past when you practiced your religion and it was a pleasure 
to you to approach the sacraments. You will go so far as to deny 
everything and become more and more ungodly. You will give 
free rein to your passions and say that as everything ends with 
this life you will enjoy yourself while you can. Blinded by your 
passions, you will fall from one sin into another without knowing 
it. You will, in fine, sacrifice rest, fortune, health and honor, 
and even your life. I won’t say your soul, because you don’t be- 
lieve that you have one. You will be the talk of the parish and 
regarded as a monster. People will avoid you and be afraid of 
you. You will suffer in body and mind, your health broken down, 
and a miserable old age will be yours. During life you forsook 
your God; now at your death the light of faith will glimmer 
again, which you had extinguished by your bad life. You have 
forsaken God and He will forsake you, and you will be delivered 
over to everlasting torments. Then you will feel the remorse 
of conscience which you have persistently stifled, and you will 
be powerless to stay the gnawing at your heart. Everything 
will be despair and perdition. . 

The world, which you so dearly loved, whose displeasure you 
were afraid to incur, for which you sacrificed your God and your 
soul, despises and rejects you. You obeyed your passions, and 
now when you stand in need of assistance, you will be left to your- 
self. Your only help will be despair. Still worse, you will die, 
and in falling into hell you will say, the world deceived me; but 
you will see your miserable state too late. 

Now, my brethren, what do you think of all this? These are 
the pains and the joys of those who lead a virtuous life and of 
those who lead a life of sin. Oh, my dear friends, what a mis- 
fortune for those who only live for the world and who put on 
one side the salvation of their soul! Oh, what a great happiness, 
to seek only the love of God and the salvation of our soul! How 
peacefully our life passes! How many pains less in the service 
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of God, and how many more joys! How much remorse of con- 
science we shall escape at the hour of our death! What agonies 
for all eternity avoided! Oh, my friends, what a change comes 
over one who is so happy as to seek God alone on this earth! If 
a husband or wife are unhappy in their family relations, persuade 
them to dedicate themselves to God’s service, and you will see that 
their unhappiness will vanish and peace and concord reign between 
them. Yes, let us confess it, a person who practices his religion 
does not live for himself alone, but to do good to his neighbor. 
Let us come to the conclusion, my dear friends, which we must 
bear in mind, that if we follow the world, and thereby satisfy 
our own will, we shall never be happy and never find what we 
are striving for, while, on the other hand, if we are faithful in 
the service of God, all our wants will be satisfied, or at least 
turned to joy and consolation, by the thought that we are working 
for heaven. What a difference between the one who dies after 
a wicked life and the one who dies after a good life! The latter 
has heaven for his portion; all his trials are at an end; his hap- 
piness, which he tastes beforehand, begins for him, never to have 
an end... Amen. 





TWENTY-FIFTH, AND LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTE- 
COST. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“Pray that your flight be not in the winter, or on the Sabbath.” 
Matt. xxiv. 20. 





The abomination of desolation of which our Saviour speaks in 
to-day’s gospel, as many theologians think, is a figure of mortal 
sin, which indeed desolates the soul of man and plunges it into ruin; 
and they say that by winter and the Sabbath two different times are 
understood in which flight from sin might be dangerous and in 
vain. Therefore, it is best not to postpone our repentance. Let us 
consider this further. 

(1.) When any one wishes to flee before an enemy or to escape 
ruin, winter is not the right season. The days then are short and 
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stormy, and one can only advance slowly on the way. The word Win- 
ter has reference to the time which a sick person has when death is 
near: it is only too often too short, and it is hard—nay, often impos- 
sible, to accomplish the serious affair of repentance. When sickness 
overtakes persons they do not think it will end in death, and will not 
hear of receiving the sacraments. One day follows another; they 
hope to get better, but in vain. When at last weakness takes the upper 
hand and the harbinger of death makes its appearance, then they 
ask the patient whether he will receive the last sacraments. The 
priest comes ; finds the sick man neither prepared for confession nor 
able, through weakness, to remember his sins or to awaken repent- 
ance for them. Indeed, it oftens happens that the patient has al- 
ready lost consciousness and the power of speech when the priest 
arrives. How can you imagine, my dear Christians, that such a 
man, sick unto death, can confess his sins in the right and proper 
way? Can he, weak, dazed, and racked with pain and the fear of 
the judgment after death, make a good and perfect confession, 
and thereby expect the forgiveness of his sins? I doubt it. This 
is the reason why the evil one does all in his power to hinder such a 
person from being converted. 

(2.) The other time which Christ admonishes man not to flee is 
the Sabbath. Such a Sabbath is the end of man’s life. The Sab- 
bath is a day of rest from work. On the Sabbath the Jews were 
forbidden to cook, or travel, or to do any other work. And man 
must take a holiday, whether he likes it or not, when the last hour 
comes. The work and pains of his life are over, and the day of rest 
is dawning for soul and body. And if, as we have just said, he can 
no longer confess and do penance, he must leave this earth without 
having accomplished the most important work of his life, the affair 
of his salvation. 

God has certainly promised that He will receive the sinner into 
His favor at whatever hour he will confess his sins and be sorry for 
them. But He has not promised that He will give us time for this, 
and many are deceived with the hope that they will have time to do 
penance, either in their old age or on their death-bed. They con- 
sole themselves, in fact, with the words of Holy Scripture in which 
the endless mercy of God is praised, while at the same time they 
take no notice that the Scripture says God is ready to show grace 
and mercy to the sinner when he repents. But no man has the 
assurance that God will give him the time to repent. Neither do 
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they take notice that the same Holy Writ says that death comes 
suddenly, like a thief in the night, and no man knows the day or the 
hour. If you would only pay attention to the daily happenings you 
would be convinced that frequently men die suddenly, without re- 
ceiving the last sacraments. 

It is said that Archias, the tyrant of Thebes, was once warned 
by a friend in a letter against his enemies, and the messenger begged 
him to read the letter at once, because it contained important news. 
Archias would not do it, but said: “To-morrow I will occupy my- 
self with important matters.” In the following night, however, 
he was killed by his enemies. And so it is with many sinners. 

God sends us also, if I may say so, a letter, and allows us through 
the inner promptings of the Holy Ghost, by sermons and our 
confessor, by our parents and friends, a warning to avoid sin and 
its fearful consequences, and to bring us to penance and conversion. 
In spite. of this, most people say: “To-morrow, to-morrow is time 
enough for repentance and confession.” They talk like this from 
day to day, and are suddenly surprised by death and delivered 

ver to their infernal enemy. 

Take this to heart, my dear Christians! What has happened to 
this one and that one can also happen to you if you continued stiff- 
necked and unbending in your impenitence, and put off from one 
day to another your conversion. Harden not your hearts on this, the 
last day of the Church’s year, when you hear the voice of the Lord, 
who calls you to repentance! Do not put yourselves in danger of 
dying in your sins impenitent and damned for all eternity! Save 
your immortal soul which was bought by the precious blood of 
Jesus! 

Dear Christians! Let this be our resolution to-day, when we 
close the ecclesiastical year: In the coming week we will examine 
our conscience and repent of our sins, and in the new year of the 
Church, which begins next Sunday, by a sincere confession obtain 
the forgiveness of our sins. The new ecclesiastical year we will de- 
vote to the good of our soul, so that if we should be surprised 
therein by death we shall not be afraid of dying in sin and being 
lost. May we have strength to do this, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”—Ps. cxv. 15. 


Death, my dear people, is a just cause for alarm to the uure- 
pentant sinner, who finds himself obliged to leave behind his 
pleasures. Bowed down with pain, tormented by thoughts of the 
judgment to which he must submit, devoured in advance by fear 
of the horrors of hell into which he will soon be thrown, he looks 
upon himself as abandoned by God and man. 

On the contrary, death fills the good man who has lived in the 
light of the Gospel, and who has walked in the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ and has satisfied divine justice by true repentance, with joy 
and consolation. The righteous consider death as the end of their 
sufferings, their sorrows, their temptations, and all their wants. 
They consider it as the beginning of their salvation. 

There is no human being, my dear friends, however abject he 
may be, who does not wish for and desire a precious death, 
and yet there are very few who take the means to obtain it. It is 
a blindness hard to be explained; but as it is my ardent desire that 
you may all die a happy death, I will encourage you to live in 
such a way that you may have reason to look forward to this 
happiness, by showing you, firstly, the advantages of a happy 
death, and, secondly, the means by which you may obtain it. 


1, 


If a person is at the moment of death possessed of a vicious 
habit, his soul will descend into hell; if, on the other hand, the 
soul is in a healthy condition, it will forthwith take its flight to 
heaven. If it falls to our lot to have to go to purgatory, we 
will surely find the path some day. All this depends upon the life 
which we have led. It is certain that our death will correspond 
with our life. If we have lived as good Christians and in the fear 
of the Lord, we shall die as good Christians and live with the 
Lord for all eternity. But if, on the contrary, we have lived for 
our passions, our pleasures, and excesses, then we shall without 
fail die in sin. Do not let us forget the fact which has converted 
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sO many sinners, that “where the tree falls, there it lieth forever,” 
Death in itself is not so dreadful as it is generally supposed to be, 
my dear friends. It depends entirely upon ourselves to make it a 
happy, beautiful, and blissful one. 

When St. Jerome was told by his friends that he was near death, 
he gathered all his strength and exclaimed: 

“Oh, welcome and delightful message! Come soon, O death! 
How longingly have I awaited thee! Come and deliver me from 
all the troubles of this world! Come and reunite me with my 
Redeemer!” 

And to those who surrounded him he added: 

“My dear friends, not to fear death and to find it a consolation, 
one has only to walk in the path which our Lord Jesus Christ has 
pointed out for us and to mortify one’s self continually.” 

What inexpressible joy a person experiences who was banished 
from hqme or led away into captivity, when told that he or she 
may return to their own country, to their families and friends! 
The same happiness awaits a soul which loves God and languishes 
in the ardent desire of seeing Him in heaven in the midst of the 
saints, who are our real family and friends. 

Death, my friends, is to the just man what sleep is to the tired 
laborer who is glad of the approach of night, which will bring him 
rest after the hardships of the day. Death delivers the just man 
from the prison of his body, as St. Paul says: “Unhappy man 
that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” 
“Deliver me, my God,” said the holy King David, “deliver my 
soul from the prison of this body. Who will give me wings like a 
dove, and I will fly and be at rest?” 

Ah! our poor soul in our body is like a diamond in dross. St. 
Gregory tells of a poor man who, having been for a long time 
paralyzed in all his limbs, and who felt the end approaching, asked 
the people who surrounded him to sing some joyful songs to him. 
When he was asked how it came that his mind was in such a joyful 
mood, he replied: 

“Because my soul will soon leave this body and be freed from its 
prison.” 

After they had sung for a few minutes they heard sweet strains 
of music as from the angels. 

“Oh,” said the dying man, “don’t you hear the angels sing? 
Oh, let them sing! Oh, let them sing!” 
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And with that he died. 

Who could comprehend the joy of St. Ludwina when she, after 
twenty-seven years of sickness, eaten up with cancer, exclaimed at 
the end of her suffering: 

“What joy! All my sufferings are at an end! O precious 
death, make haste! I have longed for thee many days with all my 
heart.” 

How happy, then, is a Christian when he follows in the foot- 
steps of the Divine Master! 

But in what consists the life of Jesus Christ? Listen, my good 
friends. It consists of three things—namely: Prayer, good deeds, 
and suffering. You know that the Redeemer often withdrew from 
public life to pray and that He was always active in the salvation of 
souls. The thought of God should come as natural to us as 
breathing. During His life of prayer and good deeds Jesus Christ 
had to suffer much. Now poverty, now persecution, now humilia- 
tions, and then all kinds of harsh treatment. “My life,’ He says 
through His prophet, “is wasted with grief: and my years in sighs. 
My strength is weakened through poverty” (Ps. xxx. 11). Can 
the life of a good Christian be any other than that of a man who is 
nailed to the cross with his Master? The righteous man is a 
crucified man. 

We find that the saints have found such happiness in their 
sufferings that they seemed to have ever longed for more. Con- 
template the life of the great Pope Innocent I. He was covered 
with sores from head to foot, and yet he was not satisfied and 
sighed unceasingly for more suffering. He prayed to God daily 
for them. 

“My God,” he said, “increase my suffering, send me still more 
cruel diseases, if Thou wilt only give me new mercies!” 

“Why,” they said to him, “are you asking God to increase your 
suffering—you, who are already covered with wounds?” 

“You do not know how great the merit of suffering is. If you 
could only conceive the merit of it, you would love to suffer.” 

St. Lawrence was put upon a gridiron, and the flames, which had 
before spared the three children in the furnace of Babylon, burned 
him mercilessly, and all he did was to ask them to turn him over on 
the other side, so that all the parts of his body might be equally 
glorified in heaven. This example, my dear friends, is a miracle 
of that grace which is so powerful in all those who love the Lord. 
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“Oh, how consoling it is,” says St. Augustine, “to die with your 
conscience at rest.” “Tranquillity of soul and peace of mind are 
the most precious gifts we can obtain,” says the Holy Ghost. 
“There is no pleasure which is comparable to the joy of an inno- 
cent heart.” “The righteous,” says the same teacher, “does not 
fear death, because by it he is reunited to his Master and put in 
possession of innumerable delights.” Only see what joy the saints 
express when they are in the arms of death. “See,” says St. 
Chrysostom, “the fearlessness and eagerness with which St. Paul 
goes back to Jerusalem, though he knew that nothing but harsh 
treatment awaited him: ‘And now, behold, bound in the spirit, I 
go to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me 
there. Only that the Holy Ghost in every city witnesseth to me, 
saying that chains and afflictions wait for me at Jerusalem. But 
I fear none of these things: neither do I count my life more 
precious than myself, so that I may consummate my course, and 
the ministry of the word which I have received from the Lord 
Jesus to testify the gospel of the grace of God.’”” And when he 
saw his disciples crying the apostle added: “What do you mean, 
weeping and afflicting my heart? For I am ready not only to be 
bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus.” 
f course we are not as certain of being the friends of God as 
St. Paul was; but though we are sinners we must have confidence, 
if we have confessed our sins with sincere repentance and have 
striven to pray and do penance as much as lie in our power, particu- 
larly if our sorrow for our sins has been coupled with a deep love 
for our good Lord; if, I say we have done all this, then we may 
have confidence that our sins will be washed away by the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ, like Pharaoh’s host was by the Red Sea. 
My devout friends, there were three crosses on Mount Calvary: 
that of Jesus Christ, which is the cross of innocence; we can- 
not strive for that because we have sinned. Then there is the cross 
of the penitent thief, the cross of penance; this shall be our 
cross. Let us imitate this penitent thief who used the last moments 
to repent and who ascended from the cross directly to heaven. 
Jesus Christ Himself told him: “To-day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise.” The last cross is that of the bad thief; let us leave 
that to those sinners who want to die in their sins. But we, 
my dear people, we may be sure, if we only desire it most sin- 
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cerely, that we belong to those who will die the death of a Chris- 
tian. 

Tell me, why should a good Christian be afraid in his last hour? 
Is it on account of his goods, which he has considered of so little 
value during his life? Is he concerned about his body—that body 
which he must consider his cruel enemy that more than once 
brought him in danger of losing his soul? Would he trouble about 
the pleasures of the world? Certainly not, for he has passed all 
his life in sorrow, in repentance, and in tears. No, my dear 
friends, in all of these he misses nothing. Death separates him only 
from that which he has always hated and despised, from the sins 
of this world and its pleasures. In his passing away from this 
life he takes with him what he has loved most dearly, his 
virtues and his good deeds. He leaves all kinds of miseries to 
take possession of innumerable riches; he leaves the strife to gain 
peace; he leaves a cruel enemy, the evil spirit, to rest in the bosom 
of the best of fathers. Yes, his good works lead him triumphantly 
before God, who appears to him not as a judge, but as a tender 
friend who, after taking pity on his sufferings, desires above all 
to give him his reward. The prophet Isaias teaches us that our 
good works will make God’s mercy open to us the gates of Para- 
dise and determine our habitation in heaven. It is perfectly true 
that our good works will accompany us. r 

“Blessed,” says St. John, “are the dead who die in the Lord, 
for their works shall follow them.” Yes, my friends, our earthly 
possessions we leave behind, but our good deeds we shall take 
with us. The devout Christian will find all his good confessions 
and communions which he has made, all the virtues which he has 
practiced during his life. It is indeed a happy death, the death of 
the righteous. Listen to the prophet Isaias: “Tell the just man 
that he is blessed, for he will reap the reward of his works.” 

You will admit, my dear friends, that a good death is considered 
very precious in the eyes of all men. 


II. 


My dear friends, I know we all hope for a happy death, but to 
hope for it is not sufficient; we must work for it—this great happi- 
ness, this sublime happiness. Do you wish to know how to obtain 
it? Let me tell you in a few words. From among the means 
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which we should employ to die a happy death I will select three 
which, with God’s grace, will invariably lead us to a happy death. 
We must prepare ourselves for it (1) by a holy life, (2) by true 
repentance when we have committed sin, and (3) by a perfect 
union of our death withthe death of Jesus Christ. As a rule, one 
dies as one has lived. This is one of the great truths which has 
been confirmed many times by Scripture and the holy fathers. 
If you live like good Christians you will be sure to die like good 
Christians; but when you live unchristianlike your death will be 
of the same kind. The prophet Isaias says: “Woe to the un- 
godly, whose only thought is wickedness, for he will be treated as 
he deserves; in death he will be rewarded according to the works 
of his hands.” 

It is true, though, that sometimes, as by a miracle, a good end 
may follow a bad beginning; but this happens so seldom that 
as a rule; as St. Jerome says, death is merely the echo of life, 
If you are on the wrong path do you believe that it will be easy 
for you to return to the dear Lord? No. More likely than not you 
will perish in the weary path. But when, filled with the spirit 
of repentance, you begin to live a Christian life, then you will be- 
long to those contrite souls who move the heart of the Lord and 
recover His friendship. 

*'The Holy Ghost says to us: “If you have a friend, do good to 
him before his death.” Now, then, my dear listeners, can we have 
a better friend than our own soul? Let us do for it all we can, for 
at that very moment when we shall wish most to do something 
for it we shall not be able to. Life is short. If you think you 
can postpone your conversion to the hour of your death you are 
blind, because you know neither the moment nor the place where 
you will die, perhaps without having any one near you. Who 
knows but what you may have to appear this very night, covered 
with sins, before the judgment seat of God? No, my friends, you 
must not do that. You must ‘purify yourselves and be always 
ready to appear before your Judge. The following example will 
show you how one who postpones from day to day his return to God 
died as he had lived. 

Cardinal Peter Damian reports that a monk had spent the best 
part of his life in intriguing and quarreling with his brethren. 
When he was on his death-bed they implored him to confess his 
sins, to pray to God for pardon, and to do penance with the firm 
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resolution not to fall into the same sins again if his health should 
be given back to him. They could not get a word out of him. 
Some time after, when he had found his tongue again, he spoke 
to them, and of what? Of that which had formed the subject of 
his conversation during life—lawsuits and other quarrels. His 
brethren begged him to think of his soul, but it was all in vain. 
He fell asleep again, and died without having given the least sign 
of repentance. 

Yes, my friends, as the life, so the death. Do not hope for a 
miracle, which God vouchsafes but seldom. If you live in sin 
you will die in sin. Many examples prove to us that after an evil 
life we cannot expect a happy death. We read in Holy Scripture 
that Abimelech, an impetuous and proud monarch, seized the 
kingdom which he was to govern conjointly with his brother, and 
had his brother put to death so as to reign alone. When he attacked 
a certain city the defender of it withdrew into a fortified tower, 
upon which he advanced for the purpose of setting it on fire. A 
woman who saw him from the city wall threw a stone, which 
split his head open. When the unfortunate monarch found himself 
mortally wounded, he called upon his shield bearer to draw his 
sword and kill him quickly, so as to save him the dishonor of dying 
at the hands of a woman. 

What strange behavior, my dear friends! Was he the first prince 
who had been wounded in such a way? Why did he request his 
shield bearer to kill him? Because all his life long he had striven 
for this world’s honor and glory. Saul was fighting a battle - 
with the Amalekites. The fate of the armies was uncertain. 
He thought all was lost. He was wounded and expected every 
moment to be captured by the enemy. Leaning on his sword, he 
saw a soldier coming toward him. He called to him and said: 

“Come here, my friend. Who are you?” 

“T am an Amalekite,” was the reply. 

“That is well. Do me a great service. Come and kill me. I 
am overwhelmed with pain and misfortune, but I cannot die. 
Come and kill me.” 

And why, my dear friends, did this unfortunate man want to die 
by the hand of an Amalekite? Was he the only king who ever 
lost a battle? We need not be surprised at it, for the holy fathers 
tell us that he was a king who all his life had given himself up to 
vice, and who was governed by envy, cupidity, and all other kinds 
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of passions. Why did he die such a dishonorable death? Why? 
Because he had lived a dishonorable life. 

You see quite plainly, then, my dear friends, that if we desire 
to have a happy death, we must live a Christian life and do penance 
for our sins. We must, by the grace of God, carry in our heart a 
profound humility and a lasting repentance that we have offended 
such a good Master. 

A third way by which to prepare ourselves for a happy death 
is to offer our death in union with the death of Jesus Christ. When 
our blessed Lord is brought to a sick person the cross is also brought 
to him, not only to drive away the evil spirit, but far more that the 
crucified Saviour may serve the dying man as a model to prepare 
himself for death in the same way as our Lord prepared Himself. 

The first thing Jesus did before he died was to take leave of His 
apostles. A sick person should do the same—that is, take leave of 
the world and all those who are nearest and dearest to him, and 
to occupy his mind solely with God and his salvation. When Jesus 
knew that His end was approaching he threw Himself upon the 
ground in the garden of olives and prayed fervently. A sick per- 
son should do the same when the hour of death is approaching— 
that is, pray fervently and unite himself in his death agony to the 
agony of Jesus. The dying man who wishes to make his sick- 
ness meritorious should accept death with joy, or at least with 
resignation to the will of his Heavenly Father, and think that we 
must die before we can see God, and that therein consists our whole 
happiness. St. Augustine says that he who does not want to die 
shows signs of impenitence. 

Oh, my dearest friends, how happy is a Christian who has lived 
worthy of his name at that last moment! He leaves nothing but 
misery, to enter into possession of his heavenly inheritance. 
Happy separation which unites us with our highest good, our 
blessed Lord Himself! And this is what I wish you all, with my 
whole heart. Amen. 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 





ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 
GOD. 
: 


Gop CAN MAKE Att Tuincs THat HE WILLS. 


My dear children, when you were very small—indeed, many of 
you were hardly a few days old—you were taken to church to be bap- 
tized. The priest who baptized you marked you for the first time 
with the sign of the cross. Now, however, you have grown bigger, 
and you must certainly have seen already how your parents and 
other persons make the sign of the cross. Indeed, I believe that all, 
or the most of you, know how to make the sign of the cross.* 
Make the sign of the cross. You have said: In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. But 
who of you can tell me the meaning of these words? Who is 
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost? Not one of you? 
Well, dear children, you cannot be blamed for this. You were up 
to the present too young to grasp this teaching, but now you are 
big enough and must learn to know about God the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. And you would like to, wouldn’t you? . 

My dear children, so that you may learn about God, of whom your 
parents have often spoken to you, the good God Himself has sent 
me to you. He has commanded me to tell you all about Him, which 
you ought to know in order that you may become good people in 
this world and one day go to God in heaven. But you must 
be attentive whenever I speak to you about the good God. Yes, 
you must pay attention, for that is very pleasing to God, to me, to 





*The sign of the cross can be made in two ways: 

(1) Make the sign of the cross with the thumb of your right hand on ‘the 
forehead and say, “In the name of the Father;” then on the mouth and 
re “and of the Son;” lastly on the breast and say, “and of the Holy Ghost. 

men.” 

(2) Raise your right hand to the forehead and touch the same with the 
middle finger and say, “In the name of the Father ;” then touch in the same 
way your breast and say, “and of the Son;” then the left shoulder, and 
finally the right shoulder, saying, “and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
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your parents, and to all good people. Nothing gives them greater 
pleasure than to see you attentive. So that you may not forget 
during the instruction that I am speaking to you of God Himself, 
you must during the lesson clasp your hands together. 

When we make the sign of the cross we say the words: In the 
name of God the Father. My dear children, what kind of father 
do we speak of? Is it the father which each one of you has at 
home whom you can see, or is it another father? Ans: Another 
father. And where is this Father? In heaven. Yes, dear 
children, this Father is in heaven. That is why we call Him 
our Heavenly Father, to distinguish Him from our earthly fathers. 
And observe well that the Heavenly Father is not a man, like your 
fathers at home, but He is God Himself; therefore we say God 
the Father. Now, you know already that you have a Father in 
heaven and that this Father is God Himself. Whom have you in 
heaven? A Father. And who is this Father? God Himself. 
How may we then, call Him God the Father? Listen, children. If 
at this moment all your fathers were to come here, would each one 
of you at once know his own father? Oh, yes! You would only 
have to see the face, the height, and the clothes of your father, and 
one after the other would cry out: that is my father; that is my 
father, and so on. 

Dear children, as you recognize your earthly fathers by the face, 
or the clothes, or other qualities, so the good God, your Father in 
heaven, has qualities by which we can know Him. These attributes 
—for so these qualities are called—which God alone possesses, and 
which are for us a never-ending source of pleasure, I will now 
teach you, so pay great attention. 

The first attribute which God your Father in heaven has is that 
He can make all things that He wills. I will repeat it to you several 
times, and you must say it after me very distinctly. He can make 
all things that He wills. Now tell me, N., you only, what have 1 
told you that God can do? That He can make all things that He 
wills. You tell me, N., and you too, N. Now teil me, all of you 
together, what is the.first thing that I told you about God? That 
He can make all things that He wills. You must not forget this any 
more. 

Perhaps some of you can tell me of something which God has 
made? What do we call the beautiful blue vault over our heads? 
Heaven. And who made heaven? God. Yes, God made heaven. 
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Dear children, are we already in heaven, or what is the name of 
this place where we live? The earth. Now we have two objects 
which God has made—heaven and earth. Now tell me, what did 
you first learn about God? That He can make all things that He 
wills. Name something that God has made. Heaven and earth. 

Here, children, look at this little picture. Here we see the 
heavens. Do you see the blue and these clouds? This heaven is 
only painted with colors. Who made this heaven? The artist. 
And what did he require for that? Paints. Now, which heaven 
is the largest and most beautiful—that which God made or the 
artist? The one that God made. Now listen, my dear children: be 
surprised and astonished at the power and wonder of God. God 
made heaven and earth and everything that they contain out of 
nothing. He did not require anything to make them. Is this not 
wonderful? Out of what, then, did God make heaven and earth 
and all things? Out of nothing! 

Now I will tell you how it happened that God made heaven and 
earth and all that is within them. God only said: J¢ shall be, and 
it was. At the word that God spoke everything was made. Is this 
not wonderful, dear children? If one of you should say there 
shall be a heaven, would there be one? Observe well, therefore, 
this quality, which God alone possesses: He can make all things 
that He wills. He made heaven and earth out of nothing. He 
only said it shall be, and it was. Tell me, N., what did God say 
when He made heaven and earth? It shall be, and it was. Now 
you tell me, N.—and so on. . 

Now, I will tell you a little story. One beautiful day in the 
fall the village children were returning home from school. The 
road led them past a garden, where the trees were full of plums, 
red apples and pears. All children are very fond of eating fruit. 
You like to eat it, too, don’t you? Well, these children stood still 
when they reached the garden, admiring the luscious fruit on the 
trees. Some of them said: “Oh, isn’t that a lovely garden? I 
wish it belonged to my father!” One of the boys cried out: 
“That garden belongs to my father. He planted it.” He ran 
into the garden, and asked his father for some fruit. His father 
shook one of the trees and a lot of fine ripe plums fell down, 
which the boy picked up, and they ate them up greedily. 

Now tell me, why was this boy so glad that this beautiful gar- 
den belonged to his father? Was it not because he knew that his 
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father would give him some of the fruit? My dear children, 
heaven and earth. Look at them! How beautiful they are and how 
much good is to be found in them. To whom does heaven and 
earth belong? -Who made them? God. And God, to whom all 
things belong, is your Father, who gives you lovingly good and 
beautiful things. What ought you to feel towards God your 
Father, who has such immeasureable power that He can make 
all things that He wills? A real happiness. Yes, dear children, 
you should have real happiness in God. When you see heaven, 
earth, and all things beautiful and good that it contains, oh, 
then take pleasure in all this, for you can truly say: God, who 
is my Father in heaven, made this. He is almighty. He can make 
all things that he wills. 

The one who can give the best answer to the question I am 
going to ask will receive a little picture.* N., make the sign of the 
cross. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen. You say in the name of God the Father. 
What can you tell me about God the Father? That He can make 
all things that He wills. Name something that God has made. 
Heaven and earth. Out of what did God create heaven and 
earth? Out of nothing. What did God say when He created 
heaven and earth? It shall be, and it was. What should we 
have in God, who can make all things that He wills? A real 
happiness. 

My dear children, as I cannot give each one of you a picture 
to-day, I will give you something else which will please you just 
as much—a little verse, in which what I have told you to-day about 
God is repeated briefly: 


All the heaven and all the land 
God created with one command. 

Now all make the sign of the cross together. What could you 
tell me about God the Father? Mention something that God has 
made? Out of what did God create heaven and earth? What 
did God say when He created heaven and earth? What should 
we feel toward God because He can make all things that He 
wills? And now repeat once more the little verse. 





* Questions and answers to be found on page 77. 
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II. 


Gop CREATED THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS, THE GRASS, 
FLOWERS, TREES, AND ANIMALS, AND MAN 
AND ALL THINGS. 


My dear children, I am sure you have not forgotten what I 
told you last time about God? Now, all together answer these 
questions.* 

Happiness, my dear children, the very greatest happiness should 
be yours, because you have a Father in heaven who has such 
power that He can make all things that He wills. And so that 
you can to-day be happy about God, I will tell you something very 
pleasing about Him. Look here, children, a moment, at what I 
am showing you. What is it? A watch. Are you pleased with 
this watch? Oh, yes, it is beautiful. The glittering silver, the 
clear glass, and the tiny hands please you greatly. Yes, I guess 
you would be delighted if the watchmaker would make each one 
of you such a pretty one. Now, when you grow up and behave 
well this pleasure will probably be yours. 

Let us contemplate the heavens. Let us see if we cannot find 
something there which shines much brighter than the silver of 
this watch. What do we call this great light in the heavens that 
shines so bright and warm? The sun. My dear children, this 
beautiful sun in the heavens has such a brilliant ray that we can-. 
not look at it properly. Now, this was made by God. No man 
could have made it. What, then, did God create in the heavens? 
The sun. 

When the beautiful, bright sun sets in the evening then it is 
night and dark. God has provided that we shall not be without 
any light at night. Also at night we see a beautiful, large light 
in the heavens, which, although it does not shine as brightly as 
the sun, still gives us a sweet, soft light. Who can tell me the 
name of this light? The moon. And God made the gentle moon 
too, dear children. 

There are some nights when the moon does not shine at all, or 
only for a few hours. But there, again, God has provided us 
with other lights in the heavens when the moon does. not shine. 





* All the questions from the last instruction are to be repeated. 
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What is it that twinkles so at night in the heavens, like thousands 
and thousands of little lamps? The stars. Yes, the stars. Now, 
dear children, we have found already three objects in the heavens 
which God has made—the sun, the moon, and the stars. Now 
tell me, what did God create in the heavens? The sun, the moon, 
and the stars.* Now we will look at the earth upon which we 
live, and see if we cannot find there something beautiful and glad- 
dening. My dear children, you have different dresses to wear; you 
have other garments, some of which you wear in winter and others 
for the summer-time. 

Well, our good God gives the earth, so to say, two dresses. In 
the winter the earth is covered with snow, as if clad in a white 
dress. But in the spring time, when the snow melts, tell me, does 
the earth remain white? Does it not get a beautiful green dress? 
And what do we call that lovely green that covers the mountains 
and valleys, the gardens and fields with a green dress? The grass. 
Right. What beautiful thing has God created on the earth? 
The grass. Which dress do you like the best, dear children—that 
which has only one color or that which is made of many colors? 
Certainly the one made of pretty bright colors pleases you the 
most. Now see, dear children, God gives you this pleasure every 
year. What does God make to grow in the gardens and fields 
which gives you such lovely red, blue, white and other colors? 
Flowers. Yes, the flowers, with their beautiful colors and sweet 
perfume. God has made them to grow out of the earth to give us 
pleasure. 

I once overheard several children saying: “We like apples, 
pears, and cherries, and all the lovely berries.” Now, I think it is 
the same with you; or perhaps you don’t like fruit? Children, 
where does the fruit grow? On the trees. Well, children, the 
trees which bear such good fruit, God created them too. Oh! 
how good God is to us, to give us so many pleasures. 

Now tell me: What did God create in the heavens? The sun, 
moon, and the stars. And what on the earth? The grass, 
flowers, and trees. 

Now, children, this is not nearly all that God has created upon 
the earth, nor the most beautiful and the best. There are still 
more beautiful and better things in the world. The grass, flowers, 
and the trees, they cannot move about, but must always remain in 





* Now question them individually. 
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the same place. Can you mention something that can move about 
and run and jump? Animals. Oh! how many beautiful animals 
there are on the earth! All these animals, listen and remember, 
God made for us for our pleasure and for our use. 

There is still something more beautiful and better than the 
animals, and who this is you must already know. Are we animals 
too? What are we, then? Men. Are we not more than the 
animals? Oh, surely man is the best of all creatures of God on 
earth. Now listen how God made the first man. After God had 
created heaven and earth, the sun, moon, and stars, the grass, 
flowers, trees, and animals, God took some moist earth and formed 
therefrom a beautiful human body. But the body lay on the earth 
quite stiff and dead. Then God breathed a soul into it, and man 
lived. God called him Adam, and made him lord of all the earth. 
What did God create in the heavens? 

What did He create on the earth? Grass, flowers, trees, 
animals, and man. And there are, my dear children, thousands 
and thousands of things which God has created, but which we 
cannot enumerate. Therefore we say briefly, God has made all 
things. 

What did God create in the heavens? The sun, moon, and stars. 
And what on the earth? The grass, flowers, trees, animals, man, 
and all things. 

Now, I will tell you a little story. One evening, as it was 
getting dark, a mother with her two children was returning home 
after working in the fields. They saw on the table a lamp burning. 
George said, surprised: “There was no one at home. Who could 
have lighted the lamp?” - 

“Oh,” said Mamie, “who else but papa? I guess he got home 
from the town before us.” 

The children looked and found him, to their great delight, in 
the next room. The next day parents and children raked the hay 
in the big field. The sun was shining bright and warm, and the 
children showed their gladness at it. 

“Now, children,” said their father, “yesterday you guessed right 
who had lighted the lamp in the sitting-room. Now, when 
you see this glorious light above there in the heavens, the beautiful 
sun, do you ask yourselves who lighted it? Dear children, could 
you answer this question? Who made this glorious light in the 
heavens which we call the sun?” 
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Then Mamie answered: “Oh, I know! God made it to shine, 
The smallest oil lamp cannot light itself. There must therefore 
be some one who gave light to the sun!” 

“That is it,’ said George gayly. “God made all things. The 
sun, moon, and stars, the grass, flowers, trees, animals, man, and 
all things which we see around us are His work.” 

Then he added the following verse, which you ought to learn 
‘ too: 


As soon as God said, “There shall be light,” 
Light came, and divided day from night. 


III. 


Gop Has ARRANGED EVERYTHING FOR THE BEST. 


My dear children, you have all seen a walnut, and many of you, 
I dare say, have often eaten them. Listen to the following little 
story. ‘Two boys were once passing a walnut tree, on which they 
saw a great many nuts hanging, but they could not get at them 
owing to the green outside shell which covered them. All at once 
they saw one lying on the ground, and they sprang eagerly forward 
to get it. George, who was quicker than Johnnie, got it and 
tasted it; but he threw it away at once, and making a wry face he 
cried: 

“Pshaw! That is a nasty thing. Nobody could eat that.” 

Johnnie picked it up, looked at it closely, opened the outside green 
shell, and there the most beautiful nut made its appearance. He 
cracked it open with a stone and ate the sweet kernel with satis- 
faction. George was really angry to think how impetuous he had 
been in throwing the nut away. 

Children, who of these two boys acted wisely and who foolishly? 
Take care, in everything you do, not to act so impetuously and 
foolishly, for if you do you will have many a heart-ache and spoil 
many a pleasure for yourselves. Do not be frivolous and indiffer- 
ent. Be attentive to everything that is taught to you, so that you 
may become day by day wiser and better. 

I showed you last time this watch, and you were so delighted with 
the shining silver, the clear glass, and the tiny hands. My dear 
children, there are many things in this watch which you have not 
seen yet, but which I am sure would please you very much. Does 
it not shine much brighter than the outside?* And look at the little 





* Open the watch and show the inside case. 
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wheels, how they move as if they were alive! But what is the best 
of all, these little wheels turn the hands around, and so by day or 
night I have only to look at the watch to know what time it is. 
Who makes watches? The watchmaker must be a very clever 
man that he can make such beautiful and useful watches. 

Let us look at what God has made, and you will see that He has 
arranged everything wonderfully. And this is the second thing 
which you must know about God: that He has arranged everything 
for the best. 

Dear children, how infinitely wise must God be! We see this 
in all that He has made. Everything in the world has a meaning 
and a use; nothing is out of place. Each thing has its appointed 
place and everything happens at the right time. Let us observe the 
sun in the heavens: could it shine brighter or clearer? How 
will it be when the sun goes down? Night and darkness set in, 
so that we can hardly see anything. Oh, how gloomy it would be 
if it was always night! You should rejoice every morning when 
you get up and you see that the sun is shining. 

The sun has another good quality which you, N., must name to 
me. When it is freezing where do you go—where the sun shines 
or into the shade? Now, why do you do this? What does the 
sun do? It warms us. Very good. The sun therefore not only 
shines brightly, but it warms us. Did God also arrange the sun 
well? Therefore you should be happy in God each time you see 
the sun in the heavens. And remember this, that God has made the 
sun to be so bright and warm. I will say it for you; repeat it 
after me. What, then, has God made the sun to do? God has 
made the sun to shine bright and warm. 

It happened to me once when I was traveling that to reach a cer- 
tain place I had to walk through a forest after nightfall. The sky 
was covered with heavy black clouds, it began to rain, and a terrific 
wind storm arose. I could not see a hand before me. I should 
probably have had to spend the night in the forest. After a short 
while the storm clouds dispersed and the moon appeared, shining 
brightly in the heavens. Oh! how glad I was, dear children, for 
by the moon’s rays the night got clear and I was able to continue 
my journey. As often as you see the moon in the heavens, which 
makes the night so bright, think with a grateful heart of God, who 
has made the moon to shine so brightly. What has God made the 
moon to do? God has made the moon to shine brightly. 
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In many places it is the custom at Christmas time to give the 
good children a Christmas tree. On it the parents fasten many little 
candles, and when it gets dark they light them up. Then the 
children are delighted with the tree all lit up. But God our Father 
in heaven has provided us with a still greater delight, for He has 
made the stars in the heavens and has arranged them so beautifully 
that they twinkle like a thousand lights and make the night bright. 
What is more beautiful than a star-lit night? And what a Dless- 
ing it is for us. 

If there were no stars in the heavens the earth would be covered 
with darkness, and how sad that would be! Now, remember that 
God makes the stars to shine. What has God made the stars to do? 
God made them to twinkle so beautifully. 

Children, what have you said about God to-day? That He has 
made all things beautiful and well. What has God made the sun 
to do? -God made the sun to shine so bright and warm and the 
moon? God made the moon to shine brightly. And the stars? 
God made the stars to twinkle. 

Now listen to a story. Henry was a very lazy boy. It was to no 
purpose that his father urged him to get up early, telling him that 
“early to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy, 
and wise.” His father placed his bed so that the early morning sun 
could shine on it. As often as the sun rose the sleepy, lazy boy 
mumbled: “Oh! this sun gives me no peace. I can’t sleep.” If 
he had to help his father at work during the day he complained of 
the heat and said: “Oh! this sun shines so hot one can’t stand it 
any longer. If only there was no sun!” 

Soon bad weather set in. The sky was continually covered with 
black clouds, and there seemed no end to the rain. The harvest was 
bad, and everything throughout the country became very dear. 
Henry had to go hungry. Now he regretted his foolishness and 
said: “Oh! if the sun would only shine again, I am sure I should 
not complain.” But his father saidtohim: “I want you to remem- 
ber this, that 

“Nothing happens by accident. 
To all events God’s hand is lent. 


And what He does and what He wills 
Our mind with love and wonder fills.” 


Yes, dear children, be glad and rejoice that God has created 
the sun, moon, and stars, and that He has arranged everything for 
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the best. Every ray of the sun should fill your hearts with grati- 
tude toward your wise Creator, who has made all things. 


IV. 


Gop Has ARRANGED IN BEAUTIFUL ORDER THE GRASS, FLOWERS 
AND TREES. 


To-day, dear children, we will contemplate some of the works 
of God upon earth, and you will see that God has ordered all 
things well upon the earth. What has God created on the earth? 
Name something. God made the grass. What is the color of 
grass? A green color. Take notice that God has made the grass 
a beautiful green. Grass is not only beautiful, but it is also ex- 
ceedingly useful. What would become of the animals if God did 
not let the grass grow? They would all perish of hunger. With 
what, then, are animals fed? How wisely has God arranged that 
He made the grass; otherwise there would be no food for the 
animals. You must remember this, then: God made the grass 
so beautiful and green and gives the animals their food. What has 
God arranged so beautifully about the grass? God made—(and so 
on). A piece of bread, especially when it is spread with jelly— 
you children are all very fond of °—If your mother gave you a slice 
fixed in this way, and a bad boy came along, snatched it out of 
your hand, and trod it under foot, would this be right? Take care 
that you do not act in this sort of way! Now, those who tread 
on the rich, lovely grass spoil the animals’ food which God has 
grown for them, and that is a wicked thing to do. Do not walk 
on the grass and spoil the animals’ food. 

Children, what is this that I am holding in my hand? A 
flower.* What color is this flower? Do you like it? Just see! 
There are so many different sorts of flowers, and each one has a 
different color. There are blue, red, yellow, and white flowers, and 
many other colors. Oh! how lovely has God arranged the flowers, 
for He has given to them such beautiful colors. 

But flowers have another good quality. Why do we hold them 
to our nose? Because they smell so sweetly. And God gave them 
their sweet perfume as well. About the flowers you must notice: 
God gave the flowers their beautiful colors and their sweet odor. 





* If possible, show one or more flowers. 
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What did God arrange so beautifully about the flowers? God 
made—and so on. 

Now, because God has made the flowers so beautiful and so9 
fine that every one admires them and takes pleasure in them, how 
ungrateful should we be if we destroyed them out of malice or 
wickedness! Oh! never do such a thing! We may now and then 
pick one, to enjoy the lovely colors and the sweet odor, and to ad- 
mire the wisdom of the Creator, and to cry aloud with grateful 
hearts. O God, if this flower is so beautiful, how beautiful and 
good must Thou be! 

Now, dear children, we must observe the trees, which God has 
created, and you will see that we shall find so many good and beau- 
tiful things about them that it will give you the greatest pleasure. 
In the winter the trees are quite bare, without foliage, as if they 
were dead, but as soon as the sun shines warm in the spring the 
trees begin a new life. They bear leaves and blossoms and is it not 
a most wonderful sight to see all the trees in the garden in blossom? 
Now, remember, God made the trees to blossom so beautifully. 

The blossoms fall after a short while, and then the fruit begins 
to form, which grows until it is ripe. What a happiness God pro- 
vides for the children, when in the fall the trees hang full of pears, 
apples, plums, and other fruit, and their parents or friends give 
them some to eat! Tell me, do you not feel happy every year when 
the fall comes? Do not forget in your happiness He who pro- 
vided this pleasure for you—namely, your God. God made the 
trees to blossom and to bear good fruit. What has God arranged 
so beautifully about the trees? God made—(and so on.) 

Now I will give you a little verse about this: 


The lovely blossom come and see, 
Of grass, of flowers, and of tree. 


Now I will tell you another little story. Little James had often 
begged his father to buy him a penknife. On his birthday he got a 
real nice knife for a present. He was delighted with it, but wher- 
ever he went he cut the chairs, tables, and other things. 

One day he was walking on a road where on each side there were 
young trees planted. He took his knife out and began to cut the 
trees. Suddenly he was seized by a man who had come up behind 
him unseen and who took the knife away from him and led him to 
the police station. Here James was placed under arrest and had 
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to go hungry, and he did not get his knife back. When he prom- 
ised the judge with tears in his eyes that he would surely never hurt 
a tree again he was set free, and the judge told him to remember 


that 
Many a little tree must die 
On account of a mischievous little boy. 


Oh, dear children, I beg of you never to hurt a tree. Think 
how ungrateful you would be to God, who has made the trees 
so beautiful, if you were to destroy them. And I tell you, if one 
of you were to do such a wicked thing and be caught at it, he ought 
to be taken to the police station, locked in a cell, and perhaps get 
a whipping besides. What a disgrace, what a shame this would be 
for you! Promise me—will you not?—never to injure a tree. 
God has heard your promise. If you keep it, God will certainly be 
pleased and let the fruit grow plentifully that tastes so good to 

ou. 
' QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


LESSON I. 


1. Make the sign of the cross. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

2. You have said in the name of the Father. Can you tell me something 
of God the Father? He can make all things that He wills. 

3. What has God made? Heaven and earth. 

4. Out of what did God create heaven and earth? Out of nothing. 

5. What did God say when He created heaven and earth? 

It shall be, and it was. 

6. What shall we have in God who can make all things that He wills? 


A real happiness. 
LESSON II. 


7. What has God created in the heavens? The sun, the moon, and the stars. 
8. What has He created on the earth? 
Grass, flowers, trees, animals, man, and all things. 


LESSON III. 
9. How are all things arranged? God has arranged all things for the best. 
10. What has God made the sun for? 
God has made the sun to shine bright and warm. 
11. What has God made the moon for? 
God has made the moon to shine brightly. 
12. What has God made the stars for? God has made the stars to twinkle. 


LESSON IV. 

13. What has God made the grass for? 

Pairs has made the grass to look beautifully green and give food to the 
animals. 

14. What has God made flowers for? 

God has made the flowers to have beautiful colors and to smell sweetly. 

15. What has God made trees for? 

God has made trees to blossom and to bear fruit. 
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